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Council Meeting Minutes – March 10
th

, 
2026 

 
 

Members Present: 
Ben Hegel, Candy Wehrle, Amber Wichmann, Brad Johnson, Joe Hauge, 
Sadi Curtis, Tyler Surrell, Roy Kesterson, Brenda Johnson, Jen Schumacher, 
Mary Wasserberger 

Opening Meeting: 
Motion, Second: Candy, Tyler 

Devotional: 
Ben read Devotional based on Beyond Personal Gain (1st Corinthians) 

Secretary's Minutes: 
Some names needed to be fixed. Will try to send out earlier next time. 
Motion, Second: Amber, Mary 

Treasurer's Report: 
"We're holding our own" 
Insurance and Drainage were on last month, may dip into savings for 
sound board 
Will have some money around considering we will be using interim Pastors 
Motion, Second:  Roy, Brad 

[Mixer board went out for sound system (~$2000) -currently using a loaner, 
one has been ordered but won't be here until June. Original sound system 
guy from Haggerty’s?  Haven't seen a bill but has been ordered.] -from 
March old business  

Presidents Report: 
Maintenance Log for Church Facilities, may be nice to have up? -pass to 
the property committee? have in Brenda's office for now 

No contract -conditional terms listed in attachment 
need to add verbiage about funerals 
Motion, Second: Roy, Jen 

Council look into guidelines for fees next month 

Vicar's Report: 
calls, text, cards, church cleanup, first communion -2 in church -1 out, visits 
at hospital, confirmation -3, finals, wrote a speech for graduation, bought a 
house 

Committee Reports: 
 
Education: 
nothing new 
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Property: 
Thank you for the cleanup day! 
Casey in this month to check on lights 
Brenda on insurance about the pole 
Painting? - RC Hardware will be a good resource for paint 

Panel on the sign was mentioned- additionally there is some damage, can 
we take care of it as well, Chuck is on it, but there's a long lead time. -Can't 
do much to speed up.  

[ADA compliant door. 
Repaint or residing is still a concern. 
Casey Curtis will donate the lights to the church (May Timeframe) -from 
March 

Family Fellowship and Outreach: 
Meeting first Sunday in June  
-plan Father's Day service 

Finance & Stewardship: 
Nothing New 
Aside: Synod about someone in Hermosa - told Synod we weren't really 
into it -want more input 

Music and Worship: 
No Meeting but have scheduled through May and June 

Old Business & Special Projects: 
Lighting in Sanctuary - Sadi followed up 
Surveys 'completed' for discussion 
-presented to small crowd 
Sadi working on Social Media presence of the church 
-make announcement about having kids in pictures (form to sign) 
-send out forms Sadi made 

New Business: 
Had a break-in but they ran off.  
-Carl installed a new glass and isn't charging the church 
-need a camera in the back? -quote out a camera 

Order one nice camera with spotlight and have Vivint come out and look. 
Motion, Second: Ben, Brad 

Next Meeting & Devotions: 
June 14th 10am, Devotional Candy 

Adjournment 

Motion, Second: Ben, Roy 
Lord's Prayer closed out the meeting.   
 
Submitted by: 
Roy Kesterson, Church Council Secretary 
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Check us out online at www.lordoflifelutheranrc.org 

We are also on Facebook at  
Rapid City Lord of Life Lutheran Church.   

We are streaming our 10:00am Worship Service  
live on Sundays. 

If you would like to help and support Lord of Life 

Church electronically, please scan this QR Code. 

Thank you! 

Financial Report for Lord of Life  

Lutheran Church  

2026 

 Income Expenses 

Jan-26 $12,810.86 $11,062.81 

Feb-26 $6,280.00 $8,763.08 

Mar-26 $9,229.25 $10,090.99 

Apr-26 $6,514.00 $10,844.36 

May-26 $18,059.12 $9,882.76 

Total $52,893.23 $50,644.20 

Amount Ahead 2026 $2,249.03   

May 2026  

CHECKING ACCOUNT  $11,546.23 

SAVINGS ACCOUNT - 0.01% $10,226.30 

SAVINGS CD - 3.00% $26,500.69 

SAVINGS CD - 3.00% $16,076.82 

MEMORIAL ACCOUNT CD - 3.00% $5,946.58 

TOTAL FIRST INTERSTATE BANK $70,296.62 
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Mission of the Month 
For the month of July, we will donate the 

following items to WAVI - Working Against 

Violence Shelter  

• Clear Water Bottles 

• New Solid Colored T-Shirts (M-XXL) 

• Washcloths (new) 

• Bath Towel (new) 

Please bring back to church by 

Sunday, August 2nd.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

For the month of August, we will donate to the  

Cornerstone Mission for Men.  Please bring the following  

to church by Sunday, August 30th.  

    • Cream of Mushroom Soup    • Canned Baked Beans 

   • Cream of Chicken Soup         •   Ketchup 

                        • Powdered Lemonade Mix 

“Personal Care Kits” Ministry 
Please remember to donate the following items for this 

ongoing ministry sponsored by Lutheran World Relief. 

• Dark Colored Bath Towel 
• 2 Bars of Soap (4-5 ounce bars) 
• Toothbrush (in original packaging) 
• Large Wide-toothed Comb 

• Nail Clipper 

All these items are rolled up in the towel and sent to a Lutheran World Relief 
warehouse to then be delivered to people who are survivors of disasters all 

over the world.  Please help keep this ministry going.  Thank you!  
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If you have someone in your life who needs 

some extra comfort and prayers, please 

take a Prayer Shawl from the display in the 

narthex to give to them.  Everyone is 

welcome to do so at anytime. 

Lord of Life Coffee House  
When we have a “Praise and Worship Sunday”, we have our  

LOL Coffeehouse set up so you can get a 
yummy cup of gourmet coffee to go along with 

your worship experience.  We use the money 
that we receive from coffee sales to fund 

various projects at church such as: shipping costs 
for LWR Personal Care Kits, supplies for 

coffeehouse, food for various picnics/dinners  
and printing of business cards. Thank you for 

supporting the LOL Coffeehouse!! 

The Church Fellowship Committee will be holding a 

meeting on Sunday, August 16th after the church 

service.  The meeting will take place in the class 

rooms by the church entry way.   

Everyone is invited to come and help plan fun things 

for our church to do! 

There Will Be a Church Council 

meeting on Sunday, July 12th   

AND Sunday, August 9th 
AT 10:00AM  

right after church. 

Everyone is invited to come and sit in. 
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Thank you to everyone who donates 

supplies for our Lutheran World Relief 

personal care kits.   

 

We will send these off to be distributed to 

areas all around the world where disasters 

have hit. 

                Lord of Life Picnic                      

      at Lord of Life Church on July 19st  

                    starting at 10:30 a.m. 

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Chips and  

Bottled Water will be provided. 

Please bring a Salad or Dessert to share. 

We will have games for everyone to enjoy!! 

*PLEASE USE THE SIGN-UP SHEET IN THE CHURCH ENTRANCE 

SO WE KNOW HOW MANY HAMBURGERS AND HOT DOGS  

TO GET.  THANK YOU!! 

*There will also be an outdoor service that morning at 9:00 a.m. 

Mini Golf at Pirate’s Cove on August 2nd at 1:00pm 
                                                 

 Come join in the fun on Sunday, August 2nd at  
    Pirate’s Cove by Walmart.  Please sign-up  
     in the hallway by the Secretary’s office.

(We will get a discount if we have 20 or more people.) 

                 After golfing, we will all go to Armadillos  
                                        for ice cream. 
                                                                       See you then! 
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Getting to know your Congregation 

Gary Young 
    Gary grew up in the hills of north 

Georgia, near a town call “Ellijay”.  He 

was the 3rd of eight children. His mom 

and dad didn't have much money but 

they gave them plenty of love. 

     In the seventh grade, Gary began 

playing the guitar.  Gary and his younger 

brother were soon playing the guitar and 

singing together.  He was a self taught 

guitarist, and music was and is the love 

of his life.  By the ages of 17 and 18, he 

and his brother were playing music most 

every weekend.  He played the electric guitar occasionally at churches 

including Ellijay First Baptist Church and The First Baptist Church in 

Nashville, TN.   

     In 1974, Gary received his Associate Degree from Salton State 

College.  Later that year, he and his brother visited a friend here in Rapid 

City.  They had all played music together in Georgia, and almost 

immediately they began traveling and playing music.  They decided to 

stay in the Black Hills.  Wile playing in the band, he attended Black Hills 

State College and graduated in 1977. 

     In 1979, he began working for the Rapid City School System.  He was 

a substitute teacher and also taught classes fulltime a few semesters.  In 

1989, Gary began working at Stevens High School.  His duties included 

running an in school suspension room, being a student advisor and 

working with security and law enforcement during and after school.  He 

retired in 2014. 

     Gary began working with the Lord of Life Church band about 15years 

ago.  Every has their role in this band he says, and when all the parts 

come together, he thinks it is pretty special. 

     He says its great to see all the familiar faces when he plays his guitar 

at the church.  He considers many of these wonderful people as his 

friends.  

     Gary’s interests include sports, music and business.  He likes walking, 

hiking, camping, kayaking and visiting family and friends. 
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Getting to know your Congregation 

Pastor Hans & 

Joan Sacrison 
   Hans attended and graduated 
from Buffalo High School (now 
Harding County High School) 
then enlisted in the U.S. Navy 
to become a fire control 
technician working on RADAR 
and computers for 5 inch guns.  
He is a Vietnam veteran.  After 
serving our country he attended 

college at SDSM&T earning his Bachelor of Science degree in Civil 
Engineering with Environmental specialization.  He then attended and 
graduated from Seminary at Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, 
Iowa and was ordained May 31, 1987 prior to taking his first call to 
pastoral leadership in Broadus , MT.  Joan and Hans served in ministry 
until June 1, 2021.  In that time they have served in Broadus, MT, Philip, 
SD, Belle Fourche, SD, Lord of Life in Rapid City, Prince of Peace in 
Gillette, WY, and Clear Lake, SD.  Hans earned a Masters of Counseling 
degree from SDSU and decided to take leave from call from call for a 
period of 3 years during which time he earned a licensure in Counseling—
becoming a TACT Counselor (Treatment of Addictions and Criminal 
Thinking) in the Wyoming prison systems, also making progress toward 
certifications as an additions analyst tester while in Newcastle.  After 
retirement, he and Joan moved to Milbank, SD where they thoroughly 
enjoyed being near their grandchildren.  They have now moved to Rapid 
City to be close to their daughter Rachel’s family.  They also enjoy their 
trips to Covington, WA to visit their daughter Sarah and grandson Bernard.  
Hans enjoys golf, pickleball, bridge, hiking, sporting events, and collecting 
coins and fossils.  Hans is also sharing worship leadership with Pastor 
Dwayne Hunzeker here at Lord of Life Church. 

   Joan was born and raised in Rapid City and graduated from Central High 
School before earning her bachelor's degree from Augustana University. 
Since marrying Hans in 1982, they've lived in many communities while 
serving congregations throughout the region. Joan has enjoyed a wide 
variety of careers, including teaching, coaching, pharmacy technician, and 
serving as Executive Director of both Lutheran Campus Ministry and Deuel 
County Economic Development. She loves meeting new people, working 
with youth, sports, the arts, and even buying and selling antiques. 

   Hans and Joan have two daughters, Sarah and Rachel, and three 
grandchildren; Bernard, Aspen and Lincoln.  



10 

Confirmation  

On Sunday, May 3
rd

, we 

celebrated The Rite of Affirmation, 

also known as Confirmation,  

as three young adults publicly 

affirmed their faith in Jesus 

Christ.  Congratulations to  

Kurt Luebke, Danika Wichmann, 

and Elise Surrell on this special 

milestone, and may God 

continue to guide and strengthen 

them as they grow in their faith. 
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On Sunday, May 10th, our church family gathered after worship to 
celebrate Vicar Amber in anticipation of her seminary graduation the 

following Sunday.  We are so grateful for the time she has shared with our 
congregation and pray that God will continue to guide, bless, and 

strengthen her as she begins this exciting new chapter in her ministry. 

Graduating from Wartburg Theological 
Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa on May 17th 

Ordination and Installation on May 21st 

at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in 
Aberdeen, SD  
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Congratulations to our 2026 Graduates! 
We celebrated our graduates on May 10th during our worship 

service. We wish them the very best in their new adventures! 

Alyssa Miller 
will be graduating from Douglas High School on May 17

th
.   

   She is planning to attend BHSU in Spearfish in the fall.  

Carl Walz 
is graduating with honors from Central High School on May 24

th
. 

He will be attending SDSM&T in the Fall. 
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Wheeler Jung 
is graduating from Central High School on May 24

th
. 

Broeden Sales 
is graduating from St. Thomas More on May 24

th
 

He plans to attend Northwestern College in Orange City, IA 
 

Rachelle Erickson 
Granddaughter of Jim & Alice McCoy will graduating from  

North Pole, AK High School and plans to attend the  
University of Alaska in Fairbanks, AK majoring in Art 

Cole Biberdorf 
    is graduating from South Dakota School of Mines and Technology  
    on May 9

th
.  He will graduate with a Bachelor of Science Degree     

    in Mechanical Engineering.  He will be moving to Aberdeen, SD 
and will be working for Banner Engineering Corp. 

Amber Wichmann 
    is graduating from Wartburg Seminary in Dubuque, IA on May 17

th
.  

    She will graduate with a Masters of Divinity in Word and   
   Sacrament.  Amber will be ordained at Bethlehem Lutheran    

     Church in Aberdeen, SD on May 21
st 

.   
Amber will be starting her ministry there on June 1

st
. 
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On Sunday, May 24th, we welcomed Bryon Chaska,  

Pastor Hans and Joan Sacrison, and Rick & Kristy Baker as 

new members of Lord of Life Lutheran Church.  

We are very blessed and excited to have you as a part of our 

church family!  

Please check the lost and found area in 
the Narthex.  We have 5 coats and a pair 

of goggles that have been left here. 
 

At the end of July, everything will be 
donated.  Thank you. 



15 

7        Lloyd Morterud 

14      Navaeh Hunzeker 

14      Bailey Johnson 

14      Elise Surrell 

16      Maysen Hellekson 

19      Jeral Schreter 

19      Bailey Steiger 

22      Kolbie Johnson 

22       Emily Luebke Dupont 

22      Leah Hegel 

22      Kolbie Johnson 

25      Guila Hunzeker 

25      Sarah Steiger 

27      Emma Hellekson 

27      Andrew Johnson 

29      Kaydence Johnson 

16    Jim & Alice McCoy 

20    Larry & Jo Johnston 

31    Tyler & Jill Surrell 

1        Nancy Hellekson 

5        Kurt Luebke 

6        Mary Buckley 

16      Brett Johnson 

17      Maverick Holloway 

17      Jen Schumacher 

20      Marcus Hegel      

20      Beth Hendricks 

23      Nicole Hegel 

25      Shirley Hauge 

30      Cole Biberdorf 

31      Tyson Steiger 

1      Mike & Greta Howe 

3      Jeff & Jen Schumacher 

16    Andrew & Kaycee Johnson 

21    Terry & Stacey Biberdorf 
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Calendar of Events for  

Lord of Life Church 

July 2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
    

 

 

 1 

 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 

5    
9:00 am  Traditional Worship   
                     Service  
 
 
 
 

6 
6:00 pm  
Softball  
West Field 
9:00 pm  
Softball  
East Field 

7 8 

 

 

 

9 10 

 

11 
 

12  

9:00 am  Traditional Worship   
                     Service  
10:00 am  Council Meeting 
 

13   
7 & 9:00 pm  
Softball  
West Field 

 

14 

 
 

15 

 

 

16 17 

 

18 
 

19 

9:00 am  Outdoor Praise &   
                     Worship Service 
10:30 am  Picnic 
 
 
 

20 
7:00 pm  
Softball  
East Field 
8:00 pm  
Softball  
West Field 

21 22 

 
 

23 24 

 

25 

26   
9:00 am  Praise & Worship  
                      Service  

27 
6:00 pm  
Softball  
East Field 
8:00 pm  
Softball  
West Field 

28 29 30 31 
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August 2026 

Calendar of Events for  

Lord of Life Church 

Sun Mon Tue We Thu Fri Sat 

     

 

 
  

1 

2  
9:00 am  Contemporary Worship  
                   Service 

 

 
 

3 
6:00 pm  
Softball  
West Field 
9:00 pm  
Softball  
East Field 

4 5 
 

 

 

6 7 8 

9 

9:00 am  Traditional Worship         
                        Service 
10:00 am  Council Meeting 
    
 

10 

 

 

11 12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16  
9:00 am   Praise & Worship  
                        Service   
10:00 am  Family Fellowship   
                   Meeting  
 

17 

 
 

18 19 

 

 

 

 

20 

 

21 

 

 

 

22 
 

23  
9:00 am  Praise & Worship          
                    Service 

 

24   

 

 

25 
 

26 

 
 

27 28 

 

29 
 

30 
9:00 am  Traditional Worship         
                        Service 

31      

Women’s Church 
Softball Tournament 
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Serving in August 

 
Date Usher and Greeter Acolyte Reader Communion 

Assistant 

   9:00 a.m.  Worship      

July  

5 
Allen & Karen Olson Emma 

Hellekson 
Allen Olson Jeff Glanzer 

 

July 

12 
Casey & Stephanie Curtis Oakleigh 

Quam 
Sadi Curtis  

July 

19 
Fred Ferrara and  
Carl Hellekson 

Isabelle 
Quam 

Stephanie 
Ferrara 

Janyce 
Luebke 

July 

26 
Bruce & Virginia Conlee Wilson 

Hunzeker 
Sue Lyon  

Serving in July 

Date Usher and Greeter Acolyte Reader Communion 
Assistant 

   9:00 a.m.  Worship      

Aug  

2 
Matt & Janyce Luebke Emma 

Hellekson 
Matt Luebke Sue Lyon 

Aug 

9 
Terry & Stacey Biberdorf Isabelle 

Quam 
Leah Hegel  

Aug 

16 
Ben & Nicole Hegel Oakleigh 

Quam 
Elise Surrell Sadi Curtis 

Aug 

23 
Marcus & Leah Hegel Wilson 

Hunzeker 
Jonny 

Knutson 
 

Aug 

30 
Jeff & Jen Schumacher Emma 

Hellekson 
Jen 

Schumacher 
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Lord of Life Lutheran Church 
2000 Lancer Drive 

Rapid City  SD  57703 

Amber Wichmann - Vicar 
Brenda Johnson - Secretary 

                     Church Office 393-0700      

                  Office Hours: M-Th  9:00 am - 1:30 pm  

                 Church Email:  lordofliferc@gmail.com 

                  Website:  www.lordoflifelutheranrc.org 
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