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From Vicar Amber 
Happy New Calendar Year!  

I have a few bits of calendar items, that I’d like to share 

with you. We’ll have our annual meeting on January 

18th and our Valentine’s Day Lunch February 18th.   

In between those dates, on February 1st, I’ll travel for 

my last prolog week at Wartburg Seminary in Dubuque, 

IA. This will mark the start of my Spring semester. I’ll return on Feb 6th. Please make 

plans to attend both the annual meeting and Valentine’s lunch!  

As I look forward to the coming months, I am excited to share that I am on track to 

graduate in May with my Master of Divinity Degree. This milestone represents the 

culmination of years of study, growth, and dedication. It would not have been 

possible without the support of this congregation. I express my deepest gratitude to 

everyone who has prayed, encouraged, and welcomed me throughout this journey. 

Your kindness and support have been a gift. I have often told many people how 

truly blessed I feel to be a part of this church community.  

Please find a couple of encouraging Scripture passages as we begin the new year. 

Consider how they resonate in your heart, even if milestone dates are not yet 

penciled into your calendars. May they remind you of His providence and grace. 

Philippians 4:6 (NIV): “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 

prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” 

We are reminded to turn to God with prayer and thanksgiving instead of worry and 

anxiety. This is wonderful advice when it comes to a new beginning, in all things. As 

we begin a new year, I encourage you to pray in every situation from joy to trial.  

John 13:34-35 (NIV) “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have 

loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are 

my disciples, if you love one another.” 

As we start our new year, let’s remember Jesus’ commands: love God and love 

others. Welcome new beginnings and finding new ways to love God and others in 

2026.  

May God's everlasting love and protection will be with you this and every year!  

Let us all move forward with good faith and courage that God holds our tomorrows, 

weeks, and all the months ahead. Thanks be to God!  

– Vicar Amber 
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If you would like to help and support Lord of Life 

Church electronically, please scan this QR Code. 

Thank you! 

Financial Report for Lord of Life  

Lutheran Church  

2025 

 Income Expenses 

Jan-25 $20,091.00 $10,881.36 

Feb-25 $7,398.00 $8,730.49 

Mar-25 $8,132.00 $9,619.05 

Apr-25 $14,814.18 $12,467.44 

May-25 $6,464.10 $9,318.88 

June-25 $7,531.00 $11,107.38 

July-25 $6,644.74 $9,938.85 

Aug-25 $8,572.00 $8,663.94 

Sept-25 $6,180.00 $9,201.32 

Oct-25 $12,445.00 $12,374.34 

Nov-25 $13,500.50 $10,442.82 

Total $111,772.52 $112,730.27 

Amount Behind 2025 ($957.75)   

November 2025  

CHECKING ACCOUNT  $7,261.57 

SAVINGS ACCOUNT - 0.01% $10,225.80 

SAVINGS CD - 3.75% $25,922.83 

SAVINGS CD - 4% $15,730.95 

MEMORIAL ACCOUNT CD - 3.75% $5,816.50 

TOTAL FIRST INTERSTATE BANK $64,957.65 
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For the month of January, we will donate to the  

Cornerstone Mission for Men.  Please bring the following  

to church by Sunday, January 25th.  

       •   Heavy Gloves           •   Hand Warmer Packets 
     •   Coffee                      •   Sugar 

     •   Deodorant                •   Razors 

For the month of February, we will donate to the 
Church Response Food Pantry.   

Please bring the following items to church  
by Sunday, February 22nd. 

• Canned Soup/Chili           
• Cornbread Mix                 
• Canned Potato Chips 

• Canned Corn 
• Brownie Mix 

“Personal Care Kits” Ministry 
Please remember to donate the following items for this 

ongoing ministry sponsored by Lutheran World Relief. 

• Dark Colored Bath Towel 
• 2 Bars of Soap (4-5 ounce bars) 
• Toothbrush (in original packaging) 
• Large Wide-toothed Comb 

• Nail Clipper 

All these items are rolled up in the towel and sent to a Lutheran World Relief 
warehouse to then be delivered to people who are survivors of disasters all 

over the world.  Please help keep this ministry going.  Thank you!  
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The Church Fellowship Committee will be holding a 

meeting on Sunday, January 25th after the church 

service.  The meeting will take place in the class 

rooms by the church entry way.   

Everyone is invited to come and help plan fun things 

for our church to do! 

There Will Be a Church Council 

meeting on Sunday, January 11th  

AND Sunday, February 8th 

right after church. 

Everyone is invited to come and sit in. 

Bingo Night    
Friday, January 23

rd
 
 

And Friday, February 27
th
 

from 6:30-8:00pm 

Come and have a fun  

evening of Bingo at Lord of Life Church.   

The Family Fellowship Committee will be having a free Bingo  

nights this year.  We will have prizes and popcorn.  

Please bring your own drinks. We hope to see you all there! 

Operation Christmas Child 

A big thank you to everyone that participated in 

Operation Christmas Child. We had a total of 22 boxes 

that were returned filled with gifts for children living 

in desperate situations. These boxes will be sent to 

many places around the world including the  

United States.  
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If you have someone in your life who needs 

some extra comfort and prayers, please take 

a Prayer Shawl from the display in the narthex 

to give to them.  Everyone is welcome to do 

so at anytime. 

LIFELINES NEWSLETTER INFO 

Starting January 1st, we will be getting the newsletter to you 

differently.  Since postage has been increasing, we have decided to 

have the newsletters here at the church to pick up every two months.  

We will also have it available on our website.  If you are not able to 

receive it any of these ways, we can email a pdf of it or continue to 

mail it to you.  Just let us know. Thank you! 

Lenten Worship will begin Wednesday, February 18th  

at Lord of Life starting at 6:00 p.m. for our  

Ash Wednesday Service.   

We will continue through Lent to have our 

Wednesday evening services with Lenten Dramas  

at 6:30 p.m. following our Soup Suppers. 

Please join us starting  

Wednesday, February 25th 

during the Lenten season,  

for our Soup Suppers.  We will offer  

a delicious soup supper before our  

mid-week Lenten services.   

The supper begins at 5:30 pm.  

We are looking for volunteers to provide soup, bread and bars for 

5 Wednesdays.  We need to have 3 people/families to sign-up for 

each of the 5 Wednesdays.  It would be safe to say each person/

family signed up should bring enough soup, bread and bars to 

serve at least 25-30 people. There is a sign-up sheet on the 

bulletin board by church office.  This is a wonderful time for 

fellowship with your Lord of Life family. 

Lenten 
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Check us out online at www.lordoflifelutheranrc.org 

We are also on Facebook at  
Rapid City Lord of Life Lutheran Church.   

We are streaming our 10:00am Worship Service  
live on Sundays. 

On Sunday, 

November 9
th
,  

we welcomed  

Fred & Stephanie 

Ferrara  

as new members  

of Lord of Life 

Lutheran Church.   

We are very 

blessed and 

excited to have 

you as a part of 

our church family!  

Lord of Life Family Fellowship  
Valentine Luncheon 

Sunday February 15th @ 11:00am 

Everyone is welcome to come and enjoy a Sub Sandwich, Chips, 

Punch and Dessert.   

Please sign-up in the hallway by the Secretary’s office to help  

us know how many to plan for. 

We will also have a few games and door prizes.  

We hope to see you all there!  
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Getting to know your Congregation 
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Getting to know your Congregation 

Brad & Brenda 
Johnson 

     Brad and Brenda Johnson   

 have been active members  

 of Lord of Life Churchôs  

 congregation since March 1995. 

 Both grew up and graduated  

 from high school in western  

 South Dakota, Edgemont  

 and Kadoka, respectively.   

 Both attended college in 

Rapid City. They married in 1988 and their children were all confirmed in 

the Christian faith at Lord of Life;  Adam lives in Cheyenne, Andrew and 

wife Kaycee live in Rapid City and have four children who attend Lord of 

Life, Korbyn, Paislee, Baylor, and Kolbie. Bryce and his wife Sharon live  

in Houston TX. Bailey and fiancé Cole live in Denver. 

     In 1992 Brad finished his degree in electrical engineering, then their 

young family moved to Alliance NE to work for about one year before 

returning to Rapid City where Brad became the operations manager of  

an internet technology start up company.  

     Brenda has been LOLôs office secretary since May 2009, after years at 

home raising their children.  Both have helped in providing music at 

church through the years, leading the music for childrenôs Sunday School 

and Vacation Bible School many years ago, along with starting and 

playing in the praise band.  Brad has served as president, vice president, 

and secretary of the Church Council, and on the Finance Committee.   

Both remain active on the Family Fellowship Committee.  Brenda leads 

the Music and Worship Committee and has for years been the constant 

and primary overseer of most of our churchôs operations. 

     Brad has worked at SDSM&T since 1995, currently as Vice President 

for Development for the universityôs Center for Alumni Relations and 

Advancement.  He is a regular monthly musical entertainer at Westhills 

Senior Living Community as well as having an occasional gig playing 

guitar, drums, and singing at various venues around Rapid City and the 

Black Hills. 



11 

Pictures from Lutherfest 2025 
Thank you to all who donated to the success of this year's Lutherfest.  

The event raised $2,321 to help with recarpeting the altar area.  

A special thank you to everyone who provided auction items and to  

everyone who bid and bought the items.  Thank you to Carl Hellekson for 

being our great auctioneer every year.  You definitely make it a fun auction! 

And finally, thank you to everyone who helped with the set up, cooking and 

preparing the food, and for helping with clean up at the end of the night.  

The whole evening was such a fun time for all!  
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Picture from the Childrenõs Christmas Puppet 
Program on Sunday, Dec. 7th 

On Sunday, December 10th, the kids of Lord of Life presented  
the Christmas Story Puppet Show.  Thank you to Nancy 
Hellekson, Betty Woodden, and Nicole Hegel for being the 

directors of this wonderful story of Jesusõ birth. 

Picture from our Ugly Christmas Sweater 

Sunday on Sunday, December 14th. 
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On Sunday, December 21st, we went 
caroling and visited some very special 
people that day.  It was great seeing 

everyone smile and sing with us.    
Thank you to the Hellekson’s for 

providing pizza afterwards. 
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Pictures from Christmas Eve 
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1       Sharon Bieber  

2       Kaycee Johnson 

12     Gladys Osterloh 

15     Larry Stoltenberg 

25     Terry Biberdorf 

25      Wilson Hunzeker 

28      Braxtyn Steiger 

30      Brad Johnson 

31      Blake Hellekson 

13        Tom & Sandy Jones  

24        Ray & Barb Jung 

1        Angela Jung 

1        Zackary Schmidt 

4        Marilyn Mulz 

5       Lorraine Neumiller 

9      Alexandrianna Jung 

11      Katie Hunzeker 

22      Allen Schmidt 

23      Cade Wichmann 

25      Joe Hauge 

27      Stephanie Ferrara 

7      Norm & Sue Lyon 

8      Fred & Stephanie Ferrara 

17    Tom & Betty Woodden 

21    Jeral & Dolores Schreter 
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Calendar of Events 

for  

January 2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 
    

 

 

  
 

1 
 

2 
 

3 

4     
10:00 am  Worship Service 
 
   
 
 

5 
 

6 7 

 

 

 

8 9 

 

10 
 

11   

9:00 am  Confirmation Class 
9:00 am  Adult Bible Study 
9:15 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Worship Service 
11:00 am  Council Meeting 
 

12   
5:30 pm  
Girl Scouts 

 

 

 

13 
 

14 

 

 

15 16 

 

17 
 

18 

9:00 am  Confirmation Class 
9:00 am  Adult Bible Study 
9:15 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Worship Service 
11:00 am  Annual Meeting 
 

19 

 
 

20 21 
 

22 23 
6:30-
8:00 pm  
BINGO 

24 

25 

9:00 am  Confirmation Class 
9:00 am  Adult Bible Study 
9:15 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Worship Service 
11:00 am  Family Fellowship  
                    Mtg 

26 
5:30 pm  
Girl Scouts 

 

 

 

27 28 29 30 

 

31 
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Calendar of Events for  

Lord of Life Church 

February 2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9:00 am  Confirmation Class 
9:00 am  Adult Bible Study 
9:15 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Worship Service 

2 
 

3 4 
 

 

 

5 6 7 

8 

9:00 am  Confirmation Class 
9:00 am  Adult Bible Study 
9:15 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Worship Service 
11:00 am  Council Meeting 
    
 

9 
5:30 pm  
Girl 
Scouts 

 

 

10 11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15   
9:00 am  Confirmation Class 
9:00 am  Adult Bible Study 
9:15 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Worship Service 
11:00 am  Valentine’s   
                      Luncheon 

16 
 

17 18 

6:00 pm   
Ash 
Wednesday 
Service 
 

19 

 

20 

 

 

21 
 

22  
9:00 am  Confirmation Class 
9:00 am  Adult Bible Study 
9:15 am  Sunday School 
10:00 am  Worship Service 

 

 

23   
5:30 pm  
Girl 
Scouts 

 

 

 

24 
 

25 
5:30 pm  
Soup 
Supper 
6:30 pm  
Lenten 
Worship 
Service 
 

26 27 
6:30-
8:00 pm  
BINGO 
 

 

28 
 



18 

 
Date Usher and Greeter Acolyte Reader Communion 

Assistant 

   10:00 a.m.  Worship      

Feb 
1 

Norman & Sue Lyon Emma Hellekson Karen  
Olson 

Betty 
Woodden 

Feb 
8 

Marcus & Leah Hegel Oakleigh Quam Leah Hegel  

Feb 
15 

Terry & Stacey Biiberdorf Isabelle Quam Matt Luebke Sue Lyon 

Feb 
22 

Jeff & Jen Schumacher Wilson Hunzeker Candy 
Wehrle 

 

Serving in 

February 

 
Date Usher and Greeter Acolyte Reader Communion 

Assistant 

   10:00 a.m.  Worship      

Jan 

4 
Tom Woodden 
Fred Ferrara 

Emma 
Hellekson 

Roger Soucy Shirley Hauge 

Jan 

11 
Ben & Nicole Hegel Oakleigh 

Quam 
Allen Olson  

Jan 

18 
Allen & Karen Olson Isabelle 

Quam 
Sadi Curtis Janyce 

Luebke 

Jan 

25 
Matt & Janyce Luebke Wilson 

Hunzeker 
Stephanie 

Ferrara 
 

Serving in January 
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Lord of Life Lutheran Church 
2000 Lancer Drive 

Rapid City  SD  57703 

Amber Wichmann - Vicar 
Brenda Johnson - Secretary 

                     Church Office 393-0700      

                  Office Hours: M-Th  9:00 am - 1:30 pm  

                 Church Email:  lordofliferc@gmail.com 

                  Website:  www.lordoflifelutheranrc.org 

This is a monthly publication of Lord of Life Lutheran Church. 



20 

N
o

n
-P

ro
fi

t 
O

rg
 

U
S

 P
o

s
ta

g
e
 

P
a
id

 
R

a
p

id
 C

it
y
  

S
D

 
P

e
rm

it
 N

o
. 
2

2
3

 

20
00

 L
an

ce
r 

D
ri

ve
 

R
ap

id
 C

it
y 

 S
D

  5
77

03
 

 

,
Œ
ŕ
Ň
 
Œ
ŉ
 
,
Ō
ŉ
ň
 
,
Ř
ŗ
ŋ
ň
ŕ
ń
ő
 

S
u
n
d
a
y
 W

o
rs

h
ip

 S
c
h
e
d
u
le

 

9
:0

0
 a

.m
. 
 C

o
n
fi
rm

a
ti
o
n

 C
la

s
s
 

9
:0

0
 a

.m
. 
 A

d
u

lt
 B

ib
le

 S
tu

d
y
 

9
:1

5
 a

.m
. 
 S

u
n

d
a

y
 S

c
h
o

o
l 

1
0

:0
0

 a
.m

. 
 W

o
rs

h
ip

 S
e

rv
ic

e
 


