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September 2022

Acts 20:24 “I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to
myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received
from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God”.
Dear Friends and Members of Lord of Life Lutheran Church,
When I announced to the members of the church council my intention
of retiring from my ministry here at Lord of Life Lutheran Church, that
date seemed far off in the future. But September 25, 2022 is fast
approaching and that will be our last Sunday together. The 10 years I
have been your Shepherd have been for me, as I hope they have been
for you, wonderful and exciting years, but those ten years have flown
by too quickly. After so many years together, saying good-bye is not
easy. I have many memories of joys, celebrations, losses, and
challenges that we have experienced together. It has been a privilege
for me to be your pastor and friend.
I am truly thankful for each of you. To have known you and worked
with you has enriched my life beyond measure. But the time has come
for me to officially retire from my role as your pastor so that you can
enjoy and experience the challenges of a new pastor who will take my
place.
You should know that the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA) has specific guidelines to follow when a pastor retires or leaves
a congregation in order to serve another congregation. I feel it is
important that we follow those guidelines and hope you will understand
the importance of doing so.
Specifically those guidelines are as follows:
As pastors and deacons, our relationships with those we serve are
shaped primarily by the functions of the ministerial office, which give us
privileged access to our parishioners’ personal and private lives.
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These relationships are often deepened by participation in the most
formative milestones of life: births and deaths, weddings and divorces,
confirmations, graduations, and all manners of life experiences. In
these roles, we are often privy to a parishioner’s deepest sorrows,
guilts, hopes, and joys. However, when that role ends, there may be a
tendency on both sides to continue the relations as is.
It is vitally important, when retiring and leaving, to lovingly cease all
activities of the ministerial office for the sake of those served and to
open the way for the new pastor or deacon to best serve the
community. These activities and duties include:
• Performing weddings, funerals, or baptisms of members of
the former congregation;
• Making visits or providing pastoral care to members of the
former congregation;
• Advising members of the former congregation of matters of
congregational life and governance;
• Offering advice or criticism regarding the successor
rostered minister;
• Teaching or leading Bible studies for groups still connected
with the former congregation.
I would like to continue our ties of Christian love and friendship, but I
would be disappointed if these ties interfered in any way with your
relationship with your new intern pastor. The best way to do that is to
welcome Amber as your intern pastor and call her, not me, when you
need a pastor, whether there is a death in the family or someone going
to the hospital or the happy occasion of a wedding or baptism. When
you need your pastor, call Amber, even if at present you don’t know
her as well as you know me. This does not mean that I can never
return. But, I will return to assist only at her invitation.
This is the way Amber can minister and serve you and be accepted.
When my work ends, Amber’s work begins. I would like to enjoy my
retirement knowing that you are led by someone as gifted as Amber.
I have tried, with God’s help, to bring the message of God’s Word
and promises alive through my sermons and other times spent with
you, either on an individual basis or as a whole congregation.
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I have tried to be an example of Jesus’ love to all people regardless
of their religious affiliation, skin color, language, political ties, personal
lifestyles or any other differences. We are all God’s children and none
of us should discriminate or judge other people who are different from
us. They live under God’s compassion and understanding, forgiveness,
mercy and unmerited love to the same degree that you and I live under
God’s compassion, understanding, forgiveness, mercy and unmerited
love. Our God is an inclusive God who loves and welcomes all human
beings as His children and we must do the same to others.
Welcome and love Amber in the same way you have welcomed and
loved me. Be patient with her as you have been patient with me.
Support, encourage and love her as you have supported, loved and
encouraged me as your pastor, friend and shepherd.
I’m not going to say “good-bye” because I’m sure we will see each
other from time to time. But I ask that you keep me in your prayers as I
will keep you in mine. May the Lord bless you and keep you.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Bruce Baum

Our Fall Worship Schedule will begin
Sunday, Sept. 11th
with Outdoor Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.
by the new picnic area. (weather permitting)
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Getting to
know

Amber
Wichmann,
our Intern

Pastor

Here's a bit about me:
My husband, Brady, and I are both from East River. He grew up in
Huron and my hometown is Rosholt, SD. We both received our
undergraduate degrees from colleges in Moorhead, MN. He graduated
from Moorhead State and I graduated from Concordia College.
After college, I moved to Virginia to work at an at-risk youth school;
Brady joined me soon after. Through job changes, we made our way
back to the Midwest, then South Dakota, and then to Rapid City.
We've been married for almost 21 years and have two children.
Cade will be a junior and Danika will be a 4th grader. Our hobbies
include backpacking, hiking, and card games. I have a special love of
running and am usually running in the wee small hours of the morning,
even in the winter.
I get to start seminary classes from Wartburg Seminary in Dubuque, IA
in September. After about four years and a completion of the course,
I'll graduate with my Masters of Divinity Degree.
I am honored and excited to be your intern pastor and am looking
forward to getting to know each of you at Lord of Life.

Amber Wichmann
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Financial Report for
Lord of Life
Lutheran Church

2022
Income

Expenses

Jan-22

$6,578.00

$7,181.35

Feb-22

$6,324.00

$7,377.62

Mar-22

$6,432.00

$7,297.64

Apr-22

$10,206.18

$8,843.68

May-22

$8,790.00

$8,516.97

June-22

$4,886.00

$7,106.34

July-22

$9,505.00

$14,567.94

Yearly Totals

$52,721.18

$60,891.54

Amount Behind 2022

($8,170.36)

July 2022
CHECKING ACCOUNT

$9,975.82

YOUTH GROUP CHECKING ACCOUNT
SAVINGS ACCOUNT - 0.01%

$273.65
$40,420.45

MEMORIAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT - 0.01%

$2,145.53

MEMORIAL ACCOUNT CD (12-month) - 0.15%

$3,426.85

MEMORIAL ACCOUNT CD (3-month) - 0.05%

$1,050.81

TOTAL FIRST INTERSTATE BANK
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$57,293.11

Mission of the Month
For the month of September, we will donate
to Church Response Food Pantry.
Please bring the following items to
church by September 25th. Thank you.
•
•
•
•

Canned Pasta (SpaghettiOs, Ravioli, etc.)
Canned Fruit and Pasta
Pringles
Cookie or Brownie Mix

If you have someone in your life
who needs some extra comfort
and prayers, please take a
Prayer Shawl from the display in
the narthex to give to them.
Everyone is welcome to do
so at anytime.

“Personal Care Kits” Ministry

Please remember to donate the following items for this
ongoing ministry sponsored by Lutheran World Relief.
• Dark Colored Bath Towel
• 2 Bars of Soap (4-5 ounce bars)
• Toothbrush (in original packaging)
• Large Wide-toothed Comb
• Nail Clipper
All these items are rolled up in the towel and sent to a Lutheran World Relief
warehouse to then be delivered to people who are survivors of disasters all
over the world. Please help keep this ministry going. Thank you!

Check us out at www.lordoflifelutheranrc.org
We are also on Facebook as
Rapid City Lord of Life Lutheran Church
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Once our receipts total $150,000,
we will receive a check for
$1,000 from Family Fare.
There is a wooden box in the
narthex where you can put your
receipts. Thank you!

There Will Be a Church Council meeting
on Sunday, September 18th at 11:00 a.m.
in the Sunday school room.
Anyone is invited to come and sit in.
We are needing help with teaching Sunday School

this year. Sunday School will begin on October 2nd
at 9:00am. If you can help, please let Nancy
Hellekson or Betty Woodden know. Thank you!
Sunday School is for age 3 thru the 6th grade.
We will be having a retirement celebration
for Pastor Bruce on Sunday, September 25th.
That will be the last worship service that
Pastor Bruce will be conducting. We will be
having an outdoor service that day (weather
permitting) with a potluck. We would like
you to please sign up in the hallway by the
office if you are able to attend the potluck. We will be getting fried chicken
that day. We are asking if you could also signup to bring either a salad or
pie that day. Hope you all can attend to thank Pastor Bruce for all he has
done for Lord of Life and to wish him a wonderful retirement.
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by Dennis Green
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Pictures from Mini Golf
at Pirate’s Cove and
Ice Cream at
Armadillos on
August 14th
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New Picnic Shelter at Lord of Life
Thank you to Jim & Connie Green for making it possible
to have a picnic shelter by our playground. Also, thank
you to the family of Marcella Svenson who purchased the
picnic tables for the shelter. Thank you to Chuck Wehrle
and Carl Hellekson for helping with this project.
This is a wonderful addition to our church!

The picnic table builders from the family of Marcella Svenson.
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2
12
13
15
19
20
20
21
22
23
24
27

Dillon Schmitt
Gerald Smith
Roger Wiswell
Alyssa Peters
Jeff Glanzer
Ben Hegel
Ray Neumiller
Greta Howe
Savie Slaba
Tonya Kraye
Tom Jones
Charles Greer

2
17
21
22
24

Allen & Tamera Schmidt
Joe & Shirley Hauge
Matt & Janyce Luebke
Allen & Karen Olson
Brett & Brandee Johson

Serving in September
Date

Usher and Greeter

Acolyte

Reader

Comm
Assts

9:00 a.m. Worship
Sept

Norm & Sue Lyon
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Emma
Hellekson

Allen Olson

Candy Wehrle
Betty Woodden

10:00 a.m. Worship
Sept

Bruce & Virginia Conlee

Carla
Jakeway

11
Sept

Allen & Karen Olson

Kurt Luebke Emily Luebke

18
Sept

25

Leah Luebke
Marcus Hegel

Matt Luebke
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Leah Luebke
Emily Luebke

Calendar of Events for
Lord of Life Church

September 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed Thu
1

Fri
2

Sat
3
8:00 am
TOPS

4

5

6

7

8

9

9:00 am Worship Service

11

8:00 am
TOPS

12

13

14

15

16

19

20

21

22

23

10:00 am Worship Service
11:00 am Council Meeting

25

17
8:00 am
TOPS

10:00 am
Outdoor
Worship Service
with Picnic Shelter
Dedication

18

10

24
8:00 am
TOPS

26

27

10:00 am Outdoor Worship
Service with Picnic.
Pastor Bruce’s final service
at Lord of Life
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28

29

30

Lord of Life Lutheran Church
2000 Lancer Drive
Rapid City SD 57703
Bruce Baum - Pastor
Brenda Johnson - Secretary
Church Office 393-0700
Office Hours: M-Th 9:00 am - 12:30 pm
Church Email: lordofliferc@gmail.com
Website: www.lordoflifelutheranrc.org

This is a monthly publication of Lord of Life Lutheran Church.
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Starting Sept 11th

9:00 a.m. Worship Service

10:00 a.m. Worship Service

Sept 4th

Sunday Worship Schedule

Return Service Requested

2000 Lancer Drive
Rapid City SD 57703
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