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Lord of Life Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
Sunday, September 18, 2022
Members Present: Janyce Luebke, Stacey Biberdorf, Candy Wehrle,
Brad Johnson, Roger Soucy, Al Olson, Amber Wichmann, Joe Hauge
Others Present: Pastor Becky, Brenda Johnson
Absent: Nancy Hellekson, Pastor Bruce
Meeting was called to order at 11:02 A.M. by President Candy Wehrle with
devotions and prayer.
Secretary's Minutes: The minutes from the August meeting were
reviewed. There was a typo in the Treasurer's report, Judy should say July.
Al moves to accept the minutes, the motion was seconded by Brad. All in
Favor. Motion passed.
Treasurer's Report: May notice that $10 000 was taken out of savings for
cement work and picnic shelter, this was from a donation months ago but
was taken out now. May need to tap into savings again this month with
overlap of Amber and Bruce. Just keep a watch month to month. Still need
to work on insurance for church and hopefully finding a better option, we
are covered now and just paying month to month, looking for a few more
quotes from insurance companies. Roger moves to accept the report,
Janyce seconded the motion. All in Favor, motion passed. Thank- you Joe!
President's Report: It was an awesome service last Sunday with outside
gathering and dedication of the picnic shelter. Welcome to Amber and
Pastor Becky.
Pastor's Report: Nothing to Report, we will celebrate with him next week.
Committee Reports
Education: Sunday school will start the first Sunday in October, Betty
Wooden will teach preschool and Nancy will teach older children. We
should maybe look at getting a sign out front talking about Sunday school
and that it starts on October 2nd, every other week, can check letters for
the sign we have. Brenda and Amber will look into this a little more.
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Property: Thank you Al for treating the cactus, they are dying. Had a
discussion about the bell tower (painting it, structural integrity…) . Candy
will check with her brother to see if he knows anyone whom can look into
the structural integrity of it, also check with Chuck Wehrle and Tom
Wooden, they are our property committee.
Family Fellowship and Social Outreach: retirement potluck/ party for
Pastor Bruce is next Sunday, September 25. Will have a meeting in
October, October 16 after church to discuss/ plan Fall activities. We talked
about the Fall Auction which will be November 6 and had a discussion on
Trunk or Treat, May join Rapid Skills Trunk or Treat event and hand out
info from our church with treats. Candy and Janyce will look a little more
into this.
Finance and Stewardship Committee: Nothing to Report
Music and Worship: need to plan a meeting in October, possibly a
Monday meeting
Old Business
Zoom meeting for support for Amber, suggest meet every 4 to 6 weeks,
will meet before church possibly the weeks we have council
meetings, so next would-be October 9. Is there a form for this?
Amber will check into this.
There was mention in zoom meeting about one time program fee of
$1400 to $1500, talked to Joe about it
New Business
Covenant form for Pastor Becky and Amber signed, send to SYNOD
Back door locked for safety measures once church services start,
make it part of the ushers duties. Put in bulletin, we will be locking
the fellowship door before service starts for the safety of our
congregation.
Janyce will do devotions at the next meeting. The next Council Meeting will
be Sunday, October 9 after the church service. Meeting adjourned with the
Lord's Prayer at 11:43A.M.
Respectfully Submitted by
Stacey Biberdorf
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Lord of Life Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
Sunday, October 9, 2022
In Attendance: Candy, Nancy, Joe, Roger, Norm, Janyce, Brad, Amber,
Becky, Brenda
Absent Council members: Allen, Stacey
Devotion led by Janyce,
September meeting minutes were reviewed with first motion to accept by
Amber, second by Nancy, motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report: Joe provided the monthly report with expression of
hoping giving will increase to meet the expenses. Recent and increasing
expenses are not being covered by the slightly decreasing plate offerings.
Causes of the increase include the property insurance and the overlap in
salary expense with transition from Pastor Bruce’s retirement and Vicor
Amber’s onboarding in the month of September, and the extra yet modest
expense of a monthly stipend to Pastor Becky as she serves Lord of Life
as Amber’s primary advisor and providing one sermon every month.
There are other associated cost in the process of being a collaborative
learning center. Council discussed the options for an awareness
campaign, with faith that the congregation to collectively help once they
are aware of the situation. Plan is to watch the status over the next month
or two while concurrently raising the awareness of the shortfall via
messaging in the bulletin and Lifelines newsletter. Positive aspect of this
is an increasing average attendance in recent weeks. First motion to
accept Treasurer’s report by Brad, seconded by Amber, motion carried.
President’s Report: Candy read the letter Pastor Bruce wrote to the
Council expressing his appreciation and saying what a wonderful
congregation and church Lord of Life has been as his final calling after 50
years as a pastor. He expressed that we are in good hands with Amber
as our vicor. Pastor Bruce’s letter will be hanging on the bulletin board in
the hallway.
Vicar’s Report: Amber shared a few stories of visits to members unable
to attend, whom we have not seen in church for awhile and who are in the
hospital. She expressed her willingness to visit people in the hospital and
others who are identified as needing a visit.
Education Report: Sunday School started last Sunday, attendance is 4
or 5 children. No children yet in the youngest age group. Classes will be
every Sunday starting at 9:15am. Vicar Amber’s husband, Brady, will
begin a puppet-assisted education program.
Some money designated for
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educational use will provide the children with materials for a craft activity—
making puppets and using them for the children to act-out and learn bible
stories.
Property: Discussed a process and planning for securing the fellowship
hall of the church by locking that back door during church services. An
insurance agent came to tour the building and property, and said the
recommendation by the insurance company is to keep that door locked
during the church service. Norm reported that he’s in conversation with
potential insurance carrier, since we were dropped by our long-time carrier.
We do have insurance coverage for short term, and are considering quotes
for best deal we can find to replace what we had.

Fellowship Committee: We plan to participate in a trunk-or-treat event at
the near-by Athletic facility at corner of Lancer and Concourse. And will be
planning for the Fall Festival set for November 6th starting at 4:30. Next
planning meeting is October 16th.
Finance and Stewardship: Current financial affairs were discussed
earlier in the meeting. A matter dealing with our bank accounts will be
brought up as new business.
Music and Worship: will have planning meeting Oct. 10th. Discussed
coverage for Sunday sermons and Advent starting Nov. 4th.

Minister Site Committee (Shirley Hauge, Sue Lyons, Roger Soucy): all
seems to be going well from this committee’s perspective and Vicor
Amber’s as well. Amber expressed interest in wanting to know of any
feedback from the congregation. This committee is available to hear
feedback from the congregation.
New Business: Joe explained the need to have updated names on the
signature card at First Interstate bank. Brad made the motion to approve
and provide permission to First Interstate Bank to bring current the officers
and approved signatories on the signature card—and set an annual action
reminder to keep this updated from now on. Those authorized to sign on
financial matters are the current Council president, vice president, treasurer
--and secretary of the church. Norm seconded. All approved, motion
carried.
Next Meeting will be November 13th (second Sunday).
In planning for January—Council will meet on second Sunday then annual
meeting will be the third Sunday.
Meeting adjourned with the Lords Prayer.
Minutes submitted by substitute secretary Brad Johnson.
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From Vicar
Amber
Almighty God, our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new
every day. By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your
goodness, give thanks for your benefits and serve you in willing obedience
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Happy November to all of you!
I greet you with thankfulness, have some important dates to
highlight, some encouragement for finding Sabbath, and some thinks for
you to consider about Advent. Let’s get started!
First, thank you! Thank you for being supportive and so kind to me
and my family. During my online classes I’ve been taking since September,
classmates and professors have asked how things are going at my ministry
site. My answer is the same, though the words sometimes vary: I’ve been
so fortunate to come to such a welcoming, supportive church! I sincerely
appreciate getting to know all of you through your handshakes, greetings,
cards, and words of encouragement. It has been especially fun watching
you all use your talents for the good of the church, including greeting and
ushering, assisting with communion, reading, singing and playing, creating
crafts, teaching children and taking care of the church property. Thank
you for sharing your gifts with the church! Thank you for welcoming us in,
so warmly.
Sharing these gifts with others, highlights that as we’ve been blessed
so we can bless others. There are a few important dates that will come
true. First, our puppet ministry will start on the first Sunday of November
(please see the puppet ministry section in this newsletter for more info).
On November 6th, we’ll honor All Saints Day. On November 20th, we’ll
welcome new members into our church family. We have a few names
already! Also, this is the same date that we are asking for the Project
Christmas Child boxes to be returned, fully filled and ready to send to
children. If you would like to help with the puppet ministry, have loved
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ones that have passed away this past year and would like them honored
on All Saints Day, or would like to become a member(s), please talk to
either Brenda Johnson or me in the church office.
With all of these happenings, with Thanksgiving plans and
preparations, it may seem like a busy month! For that we can lean into
the meaning of Thanksgiving: time for giving thanks. Although Thanksgiving
is celebrated on just one day, we can always give thanks to God. We
honor God when we thank Him for the gifts that He’s first given us.
Another way to honor Him is to spend time in prayer, meditation or
another spiritual practice that gives us time and space to hear His voice. I
encourage you to take time for your own Sabbath. The word sabbath
essentially means to cease. Too often when we do not rest, or cease, we
lose our way and our focus on God. May you find time to rest in God,
trust in God and enjoy God in your daily lives.
I offer a simple prayer over your Sabbath, or rest. Creator God: Give
us time of refreshment and peace in the course of busy lives. Grant that
we may so use our rest to rebuild our bodies and renew our minds that
our spirits may be opened to the goodness of your creation, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
At the end of the month, we will begin the season of Advent. The
start of this church season is another reminder of the importance of
taking time to slow down and find rest in the Gospel and God’s promises.
On the first Sunday of Advent, we begin to read, pray, and reflect on the
hope God gives us and we meditate on the promise of Christ’s coming
glory-filled return. The First Sunday of Advent symbolizes Hope. Just as
we are encouraged to praise God for the gifts and talents He’s given us,
we are also given the opportunity to center our thoughts on hope.
With faith and good courage, I pray that the prayer on All Saints Day
may carry you through this month and into the Christmas season:
Almighty, God, whose people are knit together in one holy church, the
body of Christ our Lord: Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in
lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you
have prepared for those who love you. We pray this to you through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen

Vicar Amber Wichmann
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Financial Report for
Lord of Life
Lutheran Church

2022
Income

Expenses

Jan-22

$6,578.00

$7,181.35

Feb-22

$6,324.00

$7,377.62

Mar-22

$6,432.00

$7,297.64

Apr-22

$10,206.18

$8,843.68

May-22

$8,790.00

$8,516.97

June-22

$4,886.00

$7,106.34

July-22

$9,505.00

$14,567.94

Aug-22

$8,154.00

$22,313.16

Sept-22

$9,562.33

$17,295.24

Yearly Totals

$72,498.51

$100,499.94

Amount Behind 2022

($28,001.43)

September 2022
CHECKING ACCOUNT

$738.08

YOUTH GROUP CHECKING ACCOUNT

$273.65

SAVINGS ACCOUNT - 0.01%

$30,421.04

MEMORIAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT - 0.01%

$2,145.57

MEMORIAL ACCOUNT CD (12-month) - 0.15%

$3,426.85

MEMORIAL ACCOUNT CD (3-month) - 0.05%

$1,050.81

TOTAL FIRST INTERSTATE BANK
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$38,056.00

For the month of November, we will donate
to Church Response Food Pantry.
The following items are needed to help
provide sides for a Thanksgiving dinner.
Please bring your donations to the church
by Sunday, November 20th.
Instant Potatoes

Canned Gravy

Canned Yams

Marshmallows

Stuffing Mix

Cranberry Sauce

Canned vegetables

Evaporated Milk

Cornbread Mix

Canned Pumpkin

Graham cracker crust

If you have someone in your life
who needs some extra comfort
and prayers, please take a
Prayer Shawl from the display in
the narthex to give to them.
Everyone is welcome to do
so at anytime.

“Personal Care Kits” Ministry

Please remember to donate the following items for this
ongoing ministry sponsored by Lutheran World Relief.
• Dark Colored Bath Towel
• 2 Bars of Soap (4-5 ounce bars)
• Toothbrush (in original packaging)
• Large Wide-toothed Comb
• Nail Clipper
All these items are rolled up in the towel and sent to a Lutheran World Relief
warehouse to then be delivered to people who are survivors of disasters all
over the world. Please help keep this ministry going. Thank you!
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On Sunday, November 6th, Daylight
Savings Time for 2022 comes to an end.
At 2:00 a.m. Sunday morning, turn your
clocks back 1 hour.

Once our receipts total $150,000,
we will receive a check for
$1,000 from Family Fare.
There is a wooden box in the
narthex where you can put your
receipts. Thank you!

There Will Be a Church Council meeting
on Sunday, November 13th right after
church in the Sunday school room.
Anyone is invited to come and sit in.
Taking Off Pounds Sensibly meets Saturday mornings
at 8:00 to 8:15 for weigh in and 8:15 to 8:45 for
meetings. All meetings take place at Lord of Life
Church. Low cost and high support!
The first meeting is free. For more information,
please contact Shelly Labine @ 484-0354.

Check us out at www.lordoflifelutheranrc.org
We are also on Facebook as
Rapid City Lord of Life Lutheran Church
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New Member Sunday
Coming November 20th
If you are interested in becoming a member
here at Lord of Life Church, please mark it
on the attendance registration that is passed
during church along with your contact
information. You can also contact the church
office or let Vicar Amber know. Thank you!

Puppet Ministry at Lord of Life
Um, hi everyone! It was so good to meet you last Sunday. I just
wanted to tell you a little bit about the Lord of Life puppet ministry.
First of all, it starts November 6 at 9:15 and is for all kids. Next,
I should tell you that about every four weeks we’ll put on a really
great puppet show that illustrates what we’ve learned about Jesus
in the past four weeks. In the first week, we’ll introduce some
scripture and talk about it and figure out what story we want to tell.
The second week, we’ll make any
puppets or props or whatever we need
to tell our story. The third week we’ll
practice and put the story together and
the fourth week is dress rehearsal and
the performance. I’ve heard we’ve had
some great help getting a stage built
and Brenda in the office told me people
were excited to see me last week.
She also told me there are some more
great surprises coming! Most of all, I’m
just excited to be able to hang out with
the kids and help them know a little
more about Jesus.
Pray for me,
Leaf
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by Dennis Green

The Walk of Life
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The Fall Festival at Lord of Life has been
scheduled for Sunday, November 6th starting
at 4:30 p.m.
There will be chili, chicken noodle soup and
caramel/iced rolls served followed by the auction.
Come and have some great fun and fellowship.
Proceeds will go towards improvements to our
church building and grounds
Needed for the Auction


Handmade/Handcrafted items


Homemade treats and baked items




Homemade canned goods

Gift baskets (various new items or themed baskets)


No rummage sale items please.

Lord of Life Coffee House
When we have a “Praise and Worship Sunday”,
we have our LOL Coffeehouse set up so you can
get a yummy cup of gourmet coffee to go along
with your worship experience.
We use the money that we receive from coffee
sales to fund various projects at church such as:
shipping costs for LWR Personal Care Kits,
supplies for coffeehouse, food for various
picnics/dinners and printing of business cards.
Thank you for supporting the LOL Coffeehouse!!
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Operation Christmas Child
Every year we support
this Outreach mission to
provide shoe boxes
filled with toys and
other fun items for
children in need around
the world. Each box is
an opportunity for the
gospel to transform the
life of a child, a family,
and a community.
Everything you need to
pack a box is provided
for you on the display
table in the church entrance. Please return your boxes by
Sunday, November 20th.

Please keep the Joyce Swenumson Family in your prayers.
Joyce passed away on October 9th.
A Funeral Service was held at Osheim & Schmidt Funeral Home
on October 12th at 10:00am.
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Thanksgiving Beatitudes
Be thankful that you don’t already have everything you desire.
If you did, what would there be to look forward to?
Be thankful when you don’t know something, for it gives you the
opportunity to learn.
Be thankful for the difficult times. During those times you grow.
Be thankful for your limitations, because they give you opportunities
for improvement.
Be thankful for each new challenge, because it will build your
strength and character.
Be thankful for your mistakes. They will teach you valuable lessons.
Be thankful when you’re tired and weary, because it means you’ve
made a difference.
—Author unknown
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1
3
12
13
14

Sandy Jones
Dolores Schreter
Cruz Slaba
Rachel Hellekson
Brenda Johnson

14
17
18
22
23

Elaine Semancik
Sarah Thormahlen
Stephanie Curtis
Susan Lyon
Max Biberdorf

Our Military

Alyssa Peters

Jim McCoy

Chris Speirs

Ray Neumiller

Steve Neumiller

Marty Jung

Mike Jung

Edna Hedrick

Marge Neumiller

Ray Neumiller

Laurie Lepel

Kathy Dvorak
Tara Engel (Sister of Joe Hauge)
Samantha (Cousin of Roger Soucy)
Jeannette Biberdorf (Mother of Terry Biberdorf)
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Calendar of Events for
Lord of Life Church

November 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue Wed Thu
1

2

3

Fri
4

Sat
5
8:00 am
TOPS

6 Daylight Savings Ends 7

8

9

10

11

8:00 am
TOPS

9:15 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship Service

13

12

14

15

16

17

18

19
8:00 am
TOPS

9:15 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship Service
11:00 am Council Meeting

20

21

9:15 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship Service
with New Members

Newsletter
Deadline

27

28

22

23

24

25

26
8:00 am
TOPS

29

9:15 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship Service

17

30
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Serving in November
Date

Usher and Greeter

Acolyte

Reader

Comm
Assts

10:00 a.m. Worship
Nov

6
Nov
13
Nov
20
Nov
27

Tom Woodden
Carl Hellekson

Wilson
Hunzeker

Karen
Olson

Wayne & Mary
Wasserburger

Danika
Wichmann

Carla
Jakeway

Matt & Janyce
Luebke

Kurt
Luebke

Emily
Luebke

Allen & Karen
Olson

Korbyn
Johnson

Brad
Johnson

Nancy Hellekson
Betty Woodden

Leah Luebke
Emily Luebke

Lord of Life Lutheran Church
2000 Lancer Drive
Rapid City SD 57703
Amber Wichmann - Vicar
Brenda Johnson - Secretary
Church Office 393-0700
Office Hours: M-Th 9:00 am - 12:30 pm
Church Email: lordofliferc@gmail.com
Website: www.lordoflifelutheranrc.org

This is a monthly publication of Lord of Life Lutheran Church.
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9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship Service

Sunday Worship Schedule
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