Lord of Life Lutheran Church—ELCA

Lifelines

March/April 2022

Lenten Worship will begin Wednesday, March 2nd
at Lord of Life starting at 6:00 p.m. for our Ash
Wednesday Service. We will continue through Lent
to have our Wednesday evening services
at 6:30 p.m. following our Lenten Soup Suppers.

Please join us starting Wednesday,
March 9th during the Lenten season,
for our Soup Suppers. We will offer a
delicious soup supper before our
mid-week Lenten services.
The supper begins at 5:30 pm.
We are looking for volunteers to provide
soup, bread and bars for 5 Wednesdays.
We need to have 3 people/families to sign-up for each of the
5 Wednesdays. It would be safe to say each person/family
signed up should bring enough soup, bread and bars to serve at
least 20 people. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board by
church office. This is a wonderful time for fellowship with your
Lord of Life family.

You are invited to a breakfast on Easter morning at 9:00 a.m.
We look forward to seeing you there!
There will be no Sunday School or Confirmation
on Easter Sunday. Confirmation will resume
April 24th and Sunday School will resume
on May 1st.
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For those who would like to donate a
flowering plant for our Easter
Celebration, please have them at the
church by Good Friday services on
April 15th. You may dedicate your plant
to a loved one if you choose.
There will be a sign-up sheet in the
hallway by the secretary’s office.
Please be signed up by Sunday, April 10th
Thank you.

Thursday, April 14th at 6:00 p.m.

Maundy Thursday Service

Friday, April 15th at 6:00 p.m.

Good Friday Services

Sunday, April 17th at 10:00 a.m.

Easter Worship Service

Lenten Service Project

We are committing to help provide baby
chicks to struggling families all over the
world. When families receive these chicks,
they grow up to provide ongoing egg supply plus they can help
grow a small business and provide a steady income. Please grab
a "barn" coin box at the display table in the church entrance.
Bring back your coin box on Easter Sunday.
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Dear South Dakota Synod,

Grace and peace to you in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit!
The minute-by-minute updates about the Russian
invasion of Ukraine overwhelm many of us. At the
same time, we are trying everything to find our way
out of the pandemic and its aftermath. At this point,
we are mentally, emotionally, and physically exhausted.
We are a tired people.
We are a tired world.
We are a tired church.
It can easily feel as if we have nothing more to give. But we are not alone in
our weariness, even when we have no words left to say. The Apostle Paul reminds
us that in our weariness, the Spirit is with us: “In the same way, the Spirit helps
us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. And he who searches
our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s
people in accordance with the will of God.” (Romans 8:26-27)

It is an ancient pattern that the people of God turn to the words of those gone
before them. When the unfathomable finds its way into our lives, when we are
without words, God’s Spirit invites us to pick up the words of those gone before
us and make them our own. Take Mary for example. When overwhelmed by the
news that she will be with child and that God is about to do a new thing that is
unprecedented in human history, she turns to Hannah for language. Adopting
Hannah’s words as her own, Mary begins to find and use words to express her
state of heart and mind. Picking up Hannah’s words Mary herself finds her way
out of the darkness of her soul. Hannah’s words help her to courageously live
and lean into her unknown and undoubtedly frightening future. And through
the adoption of Hannah’s words, Mary finds her footing again. Hannah’s words
remind her that God is ever-present and will not forsake his good creation or
people.
In a recent workshop at the Conference of Bishops, Dr. Betsy Stone shared the
following insight: “Trauma is the response to a deeply distressing or disturbing
event that overwhelms an individual’s ability to cope, causes feelings of
helplessness, diminishes their sense of self, and their ability to feel a full range of
emotions, and experiences.” Did you catch that? The trauma is not the event,
but the response. Trauma manifests itself in a part of the brain, the amygdala,
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that has no access to words. In order to work through trauma and learn to
manage it, we will need to allow the trauma to move into parts of our brain that
can give it language.
So, when you find yourself overwhelmed by life and without words, accept my
invitation to journey with the saints gone before us. They are ready and standing
by in scripture and in hymns to join you on your journey from the darkness of
the soul to light and hope. Now is not the time to retreat to one’s own self and
privacy, now is the time that the people of God lift up their voices with those
who have gone before us, who have withstood the trials of time and
temptations of the devil, who have survived fiery furnaces and genocide. We lift
our voices with them for our neighbor in need of light and hope. Now is the
time to be church together, to gather and remind each other of Isaiah’s
words, "When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you
pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through
the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.” (Isaiah 43:2)
Dear South Dakota Synod, I invite you to commit yourself with me to pray
Psalm 121 daily. As we pray together word by word, we will find our sure footing
to courageously live into the next moment that God has ordained in time. While
at the same time we will speak God’s hope and light, which no darkness can
overcome, into our neighbors’ lives. Thanks be to God for words of promise.
Psalm 121
1 I lift up my eyes to the mountains—where does my help come from?
2 My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.
3 He will not let your foot slip—he who watches over you will not slumber;
4 indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.
5 The Lord watches over you—the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
6 the sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night.
7 The Lord will keep you from all harm—he will watch over your life;
8 the Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore.
Journeying with you in Christ,
Rev. Constanze Hagmaier
Bishop of the South Dakota Synod
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A Parable About God's Grace Luke 13:1-9
“A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for
fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three
years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none.
Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ The gardener replied,
‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on
it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”
This parable about the fig tree in Luke's gospel is a story about God's
grace. According to Luke's gospel the fig tree remains standing; it is NOT
CUT DOWN but it ALWAYS GETS ANOTHER CHANCE to produce fruit.
Matthew, Mark, and Luke share a lot in common, and for this reason
they are called the “synoptic” Gospels. “Synoptic” means “with the same
eyes.” However, there’s a fig tree in Matthew and Mark, which Luke does
not include, and their fig tree WITHERS and DIES when Jesus gets upset
because it has no fruit on it. Luke doesn’t share that story. Luke tells this
one: about the fig tree that always has ANOTHER CHANCE to bear
fruit .The fig tree in Luke's gospel remains standing because the
GARDNER PROMISES TO TAKE CARE OF IT -- AND HE ALWAYS
WILL. The gardener says, "I will dig around it and put manure on it. And if
it bears fruit the next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.”
The key words in Luke's gospel are “ANOTHER CHANCE” whereas in
Matthew and Mark there is no second chance for the tree to bear fruit. It
withers and dies.
So you see, this is not a parable about JUSTICE. That is what
distinguishes Luke's account of the fig tree from that of Matthew and Mark.
“Justice according to Matthew and Mark is "getting what you deserve."
But in Luke's account grace is getting what you DON'T deserve.” And if I
might go a little further, I am inclined to think that God's mercy is about
our having a second chance, or a third, or a fourth. Grace is not having
your chances numbered. Grace is God's promise to gives us another
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breath when grief has knocked the wind from us. God's Grace gives us
another chance when disillusionment or apathy saps our will to seek
justice and peace. Grace gives us another bit of rope when we think
we’ve come to the end of ours. Grace is the sublime consequence of a
God who will never give up on us. God's grace is not numbered except by
how many we are willing to take and by how often we are willing to trust
God to be with us, come what may.
That’s God’s promise: “I will be with you no matter how often you fail, no
matter how many chances you need, I will be with you ALWAYS.
God's grace abounds in LIMITLESS CHANCES to trust in Him who will
never gives up on us. God won't give up on you. even if you give up on
Him. Amen.
Pastor Bruce Baum

This year, Ash Wednesday, the first day of
Lent, falls on March 2. During worship services
that day, pastors in many Christian churches
dip a finger in ashes (often made by burning
branches from the previous Palm Sunday) and
make a cross on parishioners’ foreheads.
Why ashes? Traditionally, they’re a sign of
mourning, humiliation and penitence. Ashes
also represent the frailty and temporary nature of human life
(“You are dust, and to dust you shall return,” Genesis 3:19).
Christians are pained because our sins led to Jesus’ death. With
repentant hearts, we begin the season of Lent, knowing that it
leads to Jesus’ resurrection on Easter Sunday.
For Ash Wednesday — and throughout the 40 days of Lent —
ponder this prayer from an Italian sacramentary, or liturgical
book: “O God, you know how fragile is our human nature,
wounded as it is by sin. Help your people to enter upon the
Lenten journey strengthened by the power of your word, so that
we may be victorious over the seduction of the Evil One and reach
the paschal feast in the joy of the Holy Spirit.”
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Lord of Life Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
Sunday, January 9th, 2022
Present: Roger Soucy, Stacey Biberdorf, Candy Wehrle, Dennis Green,
Nancy Hellekson, Allen Olson
Members Absent: Joe Hauge, Brad Johnson, Pastor Bruce, Max Morse
The meeting was called to order at 11:06 A.M. by President Candy Wehrle.
A devotional and prayer was read by Allen.

Secretary's Minutes - Nancy moves to accept the secretary's minutes,
the motion was seconded by Roger. All in Favor, motion passed.
Treasurer's Report - It was emailed to us. We had a very generous
offering given to us in December by friends of the church to be used
towards a need at the church. A discussion followed to where those
needs may be needed. We will determine as a Council what it will go
towards. Roger moves to accept the report, Dennis seconded the motion.
All in Favor, motion passed.
Council President's Report - nothing to report at this time.
Pastor's Report - nothing to report, Candy will touch base with Pastor
Bruce about contact with Renee at SYNOD.
Committee Reports
Education: Sunday school started back up today, classes every other
week and confirmation is every week.
Property: light out front still a work in progress as haven't heard back
from Conrad Electric
Family Fellowship and Social Outreach: meeting next Sunday,
January 16, 2022 will discuss Valentine's Dinner, Lenten services, Lent
starts March 2 with Ash Wednesday, Easter is late, April 17, start thinking
of ordering palms maybe locally
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Finance and Stewardship: Nothing to Report
Music and Worship: have schedule figured out till February, Chris Spiers
can do Lenten services, discussed Lenten services
Old Business
Pastor Jonathan Steiner is our SYNOD west river contact, have tried to
contact him after his visit with Council and have yet to hear back from him.
With pandemic, visits and things are different and have changed
New Business
1. Council member terms expiring Dennis and Max (have their 4 years),
Brad and Candy can do 2 more years so should leave 2 spots to fill
- Nominating committee is Chuck Wehrle and Laurie Lepel,
we discussed some possible church members to fill the spots
2. Vote on Budget Preapproval emailed to us by Joe Hauge- propose
a 3 % increase to Pastor Bruce and Brenda's salary and leave
everything else the same. This would be an increase in budget of
$1750 for the year. Joe is still drafting 2022 budget with this as the
only change. A discussion followed. Al moves to approve Joe's
recommendation of a 3% increase in Pastor Bruce and Brenda's
salary and keep everything else the same in the 2022 church budget.
Nancy seconded the motion. All in Favor. Motion passed.
Devotionals and Prayers at the next council meeting on Sunday, February
13 will be read by Candy Wehrle.
Roger moves to adjourn the meeting, Candy seconded the motion. All in
Favor, motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 11:46 A.M. with the Lord's
Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted by
Stacey Biberdorf
Council secretary
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Financial Report for
Lord of Life
Lutheran Church
January 2022
Income

Expenses

Jan-22

$6,578.00

$7,181.35

Yearly Totals

$6,578.00

$7,181.35

Amount Behind 2022

($603.35)

January 2022
CHECKING ACCOUNT

$14,667.80

YOUTH GROUP CHECKING ACCOUNT
SAVINGS ACCOUNT - 0.01%

$273.65
$40,418.48

MEMORIAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT - 0.01%

$2,145.41

MEMORIAL ACCOUNT CD (12-month) - 0.15%

$3,426.85

MEMORIAL ACCOUNT CD (3-month) - 0.05%

$1,050.55

TOTAL FIRST INTERSTATE BANK

$61,982.74

Daylight Savings Time begins on
Sunday, March 13th.
So…..remember to turn your
clocks ahead by one hour
ideally at bedtime on the Saturday
night before.
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Mission of the
Month
For the month of March,
we will donate supplies to
Church Response Food Pantry.
Please bring the following items to
church by Sunday, March 27th.
•
•
•
•
•

Large Cans of Chili
Cornbread Mix
Canned Fruit
Canned Vegetables
Brownie Mix

For the month of April we will donate items
to WAVI…..the Working Against Violence
Shelter. Please bring the following items
back to Church by Sunday, May 1st.
• Toilet Paper
• Paper Towels
• Large Trash Bags

• Clorox Wipes
• Laundry Detergent

Check us out at www.lordoflifelutheranrc.org
We are also on Facebook as
Rapid City Lord of Life Lutheran Church
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There Will Be a Church Council meeting
on Sunday, March 13th and April 10th
at 9:00 a.m. in the Sunday school room.
Anyone is invited to come and sit in.

“Personal Care Kits” Ministry

Please remember to donate the following items for this
ongoing ministry sponsored by Lutheran World Relief.
• Dark Colored Bath Towel
• 2 Bars of Soap (4-5 ounce bars)
• Toothbrush (in original packaging)
• Large Wide-toothed Comb
• Nail Clipper
All these items are rolled up in the towel and sent to a Lutheran World Relief
warehouse to then be delivered to people who are survivors of disasters all
over the world. Please help keep this ministry going. Thank you!

Once our receipts total $150,000,
we will receive a check for
$1,000 from Family Fare.
There is a wooden box in the
narthex where you can put your
receipts. Thank you!
If you have someone in your life
who needs some extra comfort
and prayers, please take a
Prayer Shawl from the display in
the narthex to give to them.
Everyone is welcome to do
so at anytime.

12

by Dennis Green
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Valentine's Lunch
Just a big shout out to everyone that helped with the
Valentine's lunch. We had just a little over 30 people.
Thank you to everyone that helped decorate, bought food, made
pies and cleaned up. We love having fellowship get togethers like
this! Our free will offering of $85 will help fund the next one.
Thank you Laurie Lepel for the pictures.
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3
4
6
6
16
19
24
25
28
28
29
31

Sam Biberdorf
Marcia Finck
Carla Jakeway
Sterling Kraye
Bruce Baum
Gloria Getzloff
Brandee Johnson
Kathy Dvorak
Colton Jung
Kendra Kimball
Alice McCoy
Lacey Slaba

2
4
5
8
10
11
12
15
23
25

19
29

Eileen Kienzle
Rocky Curtis
Michael Hauge
Chris Speirs
Mike Howe
Dale Jakeway
Gracie Finck
Sadi Curtis
Baylor Johnson
Riley Finck

Virgil & Gloria Getzloff
Steve & Donita Nelson

There are no April Anniversaries
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Calendar of Events for
Lord of Life Church

March 2022
Sun

Mon Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu Fri
3

4

6:00 pm
Ash Wednesday
Service

6

7

8

9

9:00 am Sunday School
9:00 am Adult Bible Study
9:00 am Confirmation Class
10:00 am Worship Service

13 Daylight Savings Begins

15

16

9:00 am Confirmation Class
9:00 am Adult Bible Study
10:00 am Worship Service
11:00 am Council Meeting

20

27

10

11

21

22

23

17

18

29

30

9:00 am Confirmation Class
9:00 am Adult Bible Study
10:00 am Worship Service

5:30 pm Supper
6:30 pm Lenten
Worship Service

16

19
8:00 am
TOPS

24

5:30 pm Supper
6:30 pm Lenten
Worship Service

28

12
8:00 am
TOPS

5:30 pm Supper
6:30 pm Lenten
Worship Service

9:00 am Sunday School
9:00 am Confirmation Class
9:00 am Adult Bible Study
10:00 am Worship Service
11:00 am Family Fellowship
Mtg

5
8:00 am
TOPS

5:30 pm Supper
6:30 pm Lenten
Worship Service

14

Sat

25

26
8:00 am
TOPS

31

Calendar of Events
for

April 2022
Sun

Mon Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2
8:00 am
TOPS

3

4

5

9:00 am Sunday School
9:00 am Adult Bible Study
9:00 am Confirmation Class
10:00 am Worship Service

10 Palm Sunday

6

11

12

13

9:00 am Adult Bible Study
9:00 am Confirmation Class
10:00 am Worship Service

17 Easter

18

19

9:00 am Easter Breakfast
10:00 am Worship Service

24

7

8

5:30 pm
Supper
6:30 pm
Lenten
Worship
Service

20

8:00 am
TOPS

14

15

6:00 pm
Maundy
Thursday
Worship
Service

6:00 pm 8:00 am
Good
TOPS
Friday
Worship
Service

21

22

8:00 am
May
Newsletter
Deadline

25

26

27

9:00 am Adult Bible Study
9:00 am Confirmation Class
10:00 am Worship Service

9

16

23
8:00 am
TOPS

28

29

30
8:00 am
TOPS
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Serving in March
Date

Usher and Greeter

Acolyte

Reader

Comm
Assts

10:00 a.m. Worship
Mar
6

Tom Woodden
Carl Hellekson

Emma
Hellekson

Leah Luebke

Mar
13

Norm & Sue Lyon

Mar
20

Al & Karen Olson

Kera Miller

Al Olson

Mar
27

Wayne & Mary
Wasserburger

Korbyn
Johnson

Carla
Jakeway

Betty Woodden
Nancy Hellekson

Kurt Luebke Roger Soucy
Norm & Sue
Lyon

Serving in April
Date

Usher and Greeter

Acolyte

Reader

Comm
Assts

10:00 a.m. Worship
Apr
3

Terry & Stacey
Biberdorf

Kurt Luebke Emily Luebke Janyce Luebke
Jeff Glanzer

Apr
10

Norm & Sue
Lyon

Kera Miller

Matt Luebke

Bruce & Virginia
Conlee

Emma
Hellekson
Korbyn
Johnson

Jen
Schumacher

Wayne & Mary
Wasserburger

Korbyn
Johnson

Brad Johnson

Palm
Sunday

Apr
17
Easter

Apr
24
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Tom & Betty
Woodden
Carl & Nancy
Hellekson

Lord of Life Lutheran Church
2000 Lancer Drive
Rapid City SD 57703
Bruce Baum - Pastor
Brenda Johnson - Secretary
Church Office 393-0700
Office Hours: M-Th 9:00 am - 12:30 pm
Church Email: lordofliferc@gmail.com
Website: www.lordoflifelutheranrc.org

This is a monthly publication of Lord of Life Lutheran Church.
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6:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service
6:00 p.m. Good Friday Service
10:00 a.m. Easter Sunday Service

Holy Week Schedule

5:30 p.m. Soup Suppers
6:30 p.m. Lenten Worship Service

Wednesday Lenten Services

9:00 a.m. Sunday School (Mar. 6 & 20, Apr 3)
9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class
9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study
10:00 a.m. Worship Service

Sunday Worship Schedule

Return Service Requested

2000 Lancer Drive
Rapid City SD 57703
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