Lord of Life Lutheran Church—ELCA

Lifelines

March/April 2020

Please join us starting Wednesday,
March 4th during the Lenten season,
for our Soup Suppers. We will offer a
delicious soup supper before our
mid-week Lenten services.
The supper begins at 5:30 pm.
We are looking for volunteers to provide
soup, bread and bars for 5 Wednesdays.
We need to have 3 people/families to sign-up for each of the
5 Wednesdays. It would be safe to say each person/family
signed up should bring enough soup, bread and bars to serve at
least 20 people. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board by
church office. This is a wonderful time for fellowship with your
Lord of Life family.

Daylight Savings Time begins on
Sunday, March 8th.
So…..remember to turn your
clocks ahead by one hour
ideally at bedtime on the Saturday
night before.
Lenten Mission Project—God’s Global Barnyard
During the Lenten season we ask everyone to save their change.
You can use one of the Barnyard Coin boxes that will be available
in the church entrance. We will collect your boxes on Easter Sunday
and use the combined total to donate to the ELCA Global Barnyard to
provide baby chicks to struggling families.
When the baby chicks grow up to become
chickens their eggs not only provide an
ongoing supply of protein rich mealsthey can help start a small business and
generate a steady source of income.
Please help support this mission work.
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Thursday, April 9th at 6:00 p.m.

Maundy Thursday Service

Friday, April 10th at 6:00 p.m.

Good Friday Services

Sunday, April 12th at 10:00 a.m.

Easter Worship Service

You are invited to a breakfast on
Easter morning at 9:00am.

For those who would like to donate a
flowering plant for our Easter
Celebration, please have them at the
church by Good Friday services on
April 10th. You may dedicate your
plant to a loved one if you choose.
There will be a sign-up sheet in the
hallway by the secretary’s office.
Please be signed up by Sunday, April 5th
Thank you.

There will be no Sunday School or Confirmation
on Easter Sunday. Classes will resume the
next Sunday, April 19th.
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Luke 6:46-49 (March Message)
“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I tell you? As for
everyone who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into
practice, I will show you what they are like. They are like a man building
a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a
flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it
was well built. But the one who hears my words and does not put them
into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a
foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its
destruction was complete.”
I don't know of anyone who always does what he/she is told to do.
It doesn't matter who is telling us to do it or how old we might be. Sometimes
the temptation is just too great. Whenever our 6-year-old granddaughter
comes to visit us, she is always drawn to our display of family pictures on a
sofa table. They're at her level so they are easy for her to pick up. But
being a child with no concept of things easily breaking, her curiosity always
gets the best of her. She just has to pick each picture up and then she
sets it down — not very carefully. Thankfully there is always an adult who
is watching her so none of the pictures under glass get broken. But no
matter how many times we will say to her, "No, no Mathilda, you have to
be careful so the glass doesn't break and you get hurt" she will still pick
them up and carelessly move them around. No matter how often we tell
her not to do that, she always does what she knows she shouldn't do. It's
just too tempting.
I'm sure we all have stories of not doing what we are told to do —
whether those stories involve our spouse, parents, friends, doctors or
others. And, of course, we are all guilty of not doing what Jesus has told
us to do. For example, Jesus tells us to love our enemies. To help the
widow and the orphan. To reach out to the poor and needy. And above
all, to love the Lord with all our heart, mind and soul.
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Jesus asks us, “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what
I tell you?" It is appropriate that we think about that question as we begin
the Lenten season which should be a time of repentance; a time to
reflect on those things we have done and have left undone. But reflection
is not enough. Repentance involves a turning around - and effort to
change, a commitment to strive to do what Jesus tells us to do — to love
God and to love each other and to love our neighbors.
As we enter this season of Lent, we gather to worship and to confess
our failure to do what Jesus has told us to do. But we also gather to hear
the word of promise and hope that the Old Testament prophet Joel spoke:
Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to
anger, and abounding in steadfast love.
We can't deny our short-comings and failures to do what we know we
should do, and yet we can be thankful to God that He is gracious, merciful
and forgiving, and does not treat us as we deserve to be treated.
Our Wednesday night Lenten services begin on Ash Wednesday,
February 26 at 6:00 pm. Then for the following Wednesday night Lenten
services we gather for a free will offering supper in the fellowship hall
starting at 5:00 pm. Bring a friend, enjoy a great meal and may our time
together in worship be meaningful.
Pastor Bruce Baum

Check us out at www.lordoflifelutheranrc.org
We are also on Facebook as
Rapid City Lord of Life Lutheran Church
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"It is Finished!"

(April Message)

If you were God, how would you handle life? If you were a loving and
caring God, what would you do, if the chief intent in our creation was to
give us the freedom to make our own history?

Before graduating from high school three of my high school friends tragically
died. One was a 16-year girl who was killed by a jealous boyfriend. One
was my best friend's brother who died in the hospital after having his
appendix removed. Apparently the nurses weren't keeping a watchful eye
on him and he died. Another friend drowned when he dove into the lake
and became entangled in weeds. Another friend enlisted in the army after
high school graduation. He went off to fight in Vietnam and by accident
was shot in the back by one of the men in his troop. For many years after
my friend's died I struggled with the idea that if God is powerful and good,
then that certainly did not do my friends any good. I thought if God is
personally interested in what happens in the world and loves us as He says
He does, then there must be an explanation for the suffering and tragedies
we face. Why doesn't God intervene?
The answer is that God allows pain and tragedy and mystery in the world
but does not inflict it upon us. Not everything that happens is God's will,
but God has set limits on Himself. God will not intervene to take away our
freedom, even the freedom to hurt ourselves and others.
God did not intervene when His Son, Jesus, was tortured and crucified.
Jesus' crucifixion took nearly nine hours. There was nothing civilized about
it. And God did nothing. God didn't bring him down from the cross. God
didn't change Pilate's mind nor did God negate the power of the Pharisees.
What I believe is this: God knows our pain and has promised to give us
the strength we need in order to cope with life's tragedies and unfairness.
I have seen some incredible tragedies redeemed from senselessness
through the love and power of God.
When Jesus cried out from the cross, "It is finished," it was finished. It
was finished long before you and I were born. And it is finished for others
who will be born long after our death. God always has the last word in
human affairs -- and that word is "resurrection." Amen.
Pastor Bruce Baum
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Lord of Life Council Meeting Minutes
Sunday, February 9th, 2020
These will need to be approved at the March Council Meeting.
Council members present: Dennis Green, Brad Johnson, Laurie
Lepel, Max Morse, Chris Pranger, Vicky Radke-Williams, Candy Wehrle,.
Also in attendance: Pastor Bruce Baum, Joe Hauge, Brenda Johnson.
Council president Max Morse called the meeting to order.
January Council meeting minutes were read and motion to approve was
made by Vicky, seconded by Chris—and approved.

Joe Hauge provided Treasurer’s report. Motion to approve made by Chris,
seconded by Candy—and approved.
Pastor Bruce reported that he continues to do visitations to homes and the
hospital.
Old Business: Chris reported on one paint company’s $2,468 bid for
painting inside the church. Decision was tabled with the suggestion that
perhaps work and expenditures such as painting would first be prioritized
by the Property Committee and then brought to the Council for funding
approval.
New Business: Pastor Bruce mentioned that the Synod Office had
requested a phone visit with Brenda and him, which took place on 2-5-20.
In summary, the Synod is recognizing the growth of the Rapid Valley area
and would like to come and visit with the Council about Lord of Life’s
intentions and opportunities to serve a next major wave of population
growth to the east of Rapid City expected in these coming years. The
Synod representative will schedule a time to attend a Council meeting
where ideas can begin to be shared.
Idea of new chairs for the sanctuary was mentioned by Brenda,
suggesting that perhaps this too would fall within the priorities and plans of
the Property Committee.
Brad mentioned that the Lord of Life Church Constitution and By Laws
describe the structure of operating committees in the church and their
collective roles—suggesting that perhaps as members of the Council we
should all be familiar with the document. After the meeting, church
secretary Brenda made copies and Max handed them out to everyone on
the Council in attendance.
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Committee Reports:

Alter Guild and Worship & Music intend to combine as one
committee. Lenten Soup Suppers are being planned. Ash Wednesday
service will be 6pm on February 26th.
Fellowship: tonight is the Valentine’s dinner. Everything is ready to
go. Bowling is scheduled for March 22 at Robbinsdale at 2pm.
Education: the committee will be meeting next Sunday. Ideas for
VBS theme are being considered.
Property: nothing to report.
Meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. Laurie made formal
motion, Vicky seconded, all approved.
Submitted by Brad Johnson, substituting for Stacey Biberdorf

Lent is a time for restoring balance to our lives.
The Eskimos practice balance as they venture into
freezing Arctic waters in little boats. If you’ve ever
paddled a kayak, you know how easy they are to
tip. Thankfully, kayaks are just as easy to turn
back upright.
That isn’t a bad image for Lent — or for life as a
whole. Whatever spiritual disciplines we adopt, if
we succumb to temptation, it’s no biggie. One of
the lessons of Lent is that, as long as we’re
traveling light, it takes only a quick twist of the
paddle to right us. That paddle twist might take the
form of a quick but heartfelt prayer: “Jesus, set me
straight again!” Or it might mean some extra time
set aside for quiet meditation with God. Don’t get
worried if your spiritual discipline fails now and
then. Just let Jesus help you get upright once
more, and keep paddling!
—adapted from Carlos Wilton, in Homiletics
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Mission of the Month
For the month of March we will donate to
Church Response Food Pantry.
Please bring donations to the church by
Sunday, March 29th. Thank you!
•
•
•
•
•

Large Can of Chili
Cornbread Mix
Canned Corn
Saltine Crackers
Brownie Mix

For the month of April, we will be
donating to the Women and Children’s
Home. The following items are needed
for the shelter. Please bring your
donations to the church by Sunday,
April 26th. Thank you.
Cereal

Coffee

Dish soap

Baby wash

Baby lotion

Kleenex

Clorox wipes
If you have someone in your life who needs
some extra comfort and prayers, please take
a Prayer Shawl from the display in
the narthex to give to them. Everyone is
welcome to do so at anytime.

Once our receipts total $150,000, we will
receive a check for $1,000 from Family Fare.
There is a wooden box in the narthex where you can
put your receipts. Thank you!
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Bowling at Robbinsdale Bowling Alley
The Lord of Life Church Fellowship Committee has lined up a
fun afternoon of bowling at the Robbinsdale Bowling Alley
March 22nd starting at 2:00 p.m.
There is a sign-up sheet in the hallway by the Secretary’s office.
Everyone is welcome to come.

There Will Be a Church Council meeting
on Sunday, March 8th right after
church in the Sunday school room.
Anyone is invited to come and sit in.

The Church Fellowship Committee will be holding a
meeting on Sunday, April 26th after the church
service. The meetings will take place in the class
rooms by the church entry way. Everyone is invited to
come and help plan fun things for our church to do!

Lord of Life Coffee House
When we have a “Praise and Worship Sunday”, we have our
LOL Coffeehouse set up so you can get a yummy cup of
gourmet coffee to go along with your worship experience.
We use the money that we receive from coffee sales to fund
various projects at church such as: shipping costs for LWR
Personal Care Kits, supplies for coffeehouse, purchasing
postcards for Birthdays, food for various picnics/dinners
and printing of business cards.
Thank you for supporting the LOL Coffeehouse!!
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by Dennis Green

ANGER
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Thank you to everyone who attended the Family Fellowship Valentine’s
Dinner on February 9th. We had 32 people in attendance! The pies
were definitely a hit! Thank you to everyone who donated them.
Thank you also to everyone who helped set up, prepare food and
clean up. We appreciate you! We raised $190.00 for future events.
Here is some pictures from the evening. Thank you Virginia Conlee
for the pictures.
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Serving The Month Of March
Date

Usher

Greeter

Acolyte Communion Reader
Assistants

10:00 a.m. Worship
Mar Rebecca Hewgley Allen & Karen
AndrewWasserburger
Olson
1
Mar
8

Mar
15
Mar
22
Mar
29

Sam
Vicky Williams
Biberdorf Theo Seeley

Karl Seeley
Theo Seeley

Marilyn Mulz
Edna Hedrick

Jaxon
Jung

Jeff & Jen
Schumacher

Dave & Becky Kaydence
Jorgenson
Johnson

Leah
Luebke
Roger
Soucy

Norm & Sue
Lyon

Allen
Olson

Terry & Stacey
Biberdorf

Wasserburger
Family

Alyssa
Miller

Carla
Jakeway

Leah Luebke
Emily Luebke

Luebke
Family

Kurt
Luebke

Jen
Schumacher

Serving The Month Of April
Date

Usher

Greeter

Acolyte Communion Reader
Assistants

10:00 a.m. Worship
Apr
5

Carl Hellekson
Tom Woodden

Candy Wehrle Noah
Dona Winger Johnson

Apr Bruce & Virginia Vicky Williams
Conlee
12
Max Morse

Savie
Slaba

Easter

Apr
19
Apr

26

Norm & Sue
Lyon
Roger Soucy
Carla Jakeway

Seeley
Family
Jeff & Jen
Schumacher
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Roger Soucy
Laurie Lepel

Emily
Luebke

Tom & Betty
Woodden
Carl & Nancy
Hellekson
Emily & Leah
Luebke

Matt
Luebke

Carl
Walz

Dona
Winger

Kera
Miller

Candy
Wehrle

Lord of Life Lutheran Church
2000 Lancer Drive
Rapid City SD 57703
Bruce Baum - Pastor
Brenda Johnson - Secretary
Church Office 393-0700
Office Hours: M-Th 8:30 am - 12:30 pm
Church Email: lordofliferc@gmail.com
Website: www.lordoflifelutheranrc.org

This is a monthly publication of Lord of Life Lutheran Church.
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6:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service
6:00 p.m. Good Friday Service
10:00 a.m. Easter Sunday Service

Holy Week Schedule

5:30 p.m. Soup Suppers
6:30 p.m. Lenten Worship Service

Wednesday Lenten Services

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class
10:00 a.m. Worship Service

Sunday Worship Schedule

Return Service Requested

2000 Lancer Drive
Rapid City SD 57703
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