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"Don’t Make the Mistake of Staying Where You Were"
Sometimes it is tempting to stay where we are in life and not move
beyond. This is certainly true regarding our faith. Look at this past
year as we all dealt with the Covid 19 virus situation. In these many
months our lives and routines and habits have changed for fear of
catching the virus. And now a great many people aren’t as afraid
anymore because they have received their first and second Coved
19 vaccinations. In more and more restaurants, stores, churches
and other public places most people aren’t wearing face masks
anymore. People aren’t staying confined to their homes, either.
People are anxious for things to get back to normal — back to the
way things were before Covid 19. I’m anxious for that, too, but I am
still trying to be careful, not just for my sake but for the sake of
people around me who are still susceptible to catching the virus. I
certainly do not want to be the cause for someone to catch the virus
because I have let down my guard.
So in some ways things have changed this past year and some
things have not changed this past year. In what ways has your life
been different this past year? How does your prayer life of today
compare to your prayer life one year ago? How about your giving to
the church? Have both your joy and your giving increased or have
they remained the same? What about your loyalty to the church
and to study and to worship? In what ways has your attitude about
these things changed in the past year — or maybe it hasn’t changed
at all? Is that a good thing?
Growth should be our goal as Christians, not lethargy and
apathy. Growth in the faith is mandatory. If a child were to stop
growing, the parents would be concerned and they would take the
child to see a doctor. Tests would probably be run because something
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is obviously wrong with the child. He simply is not growing up the
way he should.
In the same way, when we stop growing in our faith, we need
help. If your commitment to the church and your attitude about your
involvement (or lack of) are the same as they were a year ago,
perhaps you need a checkup. But I’m not talking about a checkup
from your doctor. I’m talking about a checkup in your heart. Not a
physical checkup, but a spiritual checkup. And such a checkup can
be done easily by asking yourself four questions.
First, “What is your prayer life like? Has it changed in the last
year or has it stayed pretty much the same?” In order to deepen
your prayer life you need to do it — you need to pray! You don’t
need to prepare to pray. You don’t have to read about how to
pray. And you needn’t use someone else's prayer, but use your
own words. Whatever form works for you, use it and cultivate it.
Posture, tone of voice, and where you pray are not as important as
simply doing it wherever you are. But don’t think about it too
long. Don’t become so concerned about how to wrap the package
that you never get it delivered. Better to pray awkwardly than to not
pray at all.
Second, “Don’t be so quick to swallow what others have chewed.”
Imagine yourself sitting in a restaurant and the waitress brings your
order. For your entree’ you chose a steak with mashed potatoes
and carrots. But when your plate arrives you see something that
shocks you and turns your stomach. “What is that?’ you ask the
waitress. “Oh that, “ she says, “that’s a pre chewed steak.” “What?”
you bellow out. “I don’t want that. Why would you give me
something like that?” “Well,” said the waitress, “some people prefer
to swallow what others have chewed.”
That’s a repulsive thought, but yet how widespread is its practice.
Practiced, not in restaurants, but with God’s Word. There are
Christian people who mean well and who listen well. But they can’t
think for themselves. They are content to swallow whatever they are
told by others. And for this reason they stop growing. They have
yet to learn and experience the freedom of studying God’s Word
and applying it to their own life situation. They’d rather have
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someone else tell them what to do or say or how to act rather than
to explore the scripture and discover for themselves what God has
to tell them. No wonder they have stopped growing.
Third, ask yourself “How has my giving to the church changed
over this past year? Has it changed at all? And how does your
habit of giving to the church compare to your habit of spending
money on other things? The amount you give and the frequency of
your giving depends upon how much you think the Lord has helped
you earn.
Don’t give to the church for God’s sake. Give for your sake. We
should always put God first in our life, and give back to God not our
leftovers, but the first fruits of our labor. In the simple act of writing a
check to the church, your attitude about giving is quickly made
apparent. Every moment of life is a gift and someday all material
things will rust or rot away. So it is a good thing to give while you
are able to.
Actually, what you give to the church is just a partial payment for
what God and the church has done for you. The church has helped
raise your family. It was there in your time of need. It will be there
when you leave this life and return to God in heaven. How much is
any of that worth to you?
And last, “Why do you come to church? What do you expect to
find here?” In our small congregation we are united by a higher
bond of fellowship than just that of being brief acquaintances. It is
in the church family that we find acceptance of who we are;
welcome, regardless of our social standing; forgiveness and
compassion when we feel alone or guilty; support when we feel all
else in life has let us down.
So, if some changes need to be made in your life in terms of
prayer, theology, giving and fellowship, then I encourage you to
embrace them and grow. Don’t make the mistake of staying where
we were in life during these many months of the Covid 19 pandemic
and not move beyond.
Sincerely,
Pastor Bruce
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Lord of Life Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
Sunday, April 11, 2021
Present: Max Morse, Stacey Biberdorf, Dennis Green, Candy Wehrle,
Brad Johnson, Al Olson, Joe Hauge, Roger Soucy, Pastor Bruce Baum
Absent: Nancy Hellekson
Others Present: Brenda Johnson
The meeting was started at 10:54 A.M. with a devotional read by Roger
Soucy.
Secretary's Minutes - Al moves to accept the minutes, Max seconded
the motion. All in Favor, motion carried.
Treasurer's Report - Things are still going pretty well for the church,
looks like we are down due to when the money for the chairs came in
and went out (came in in December and went out in the New Year).
A year later through COVID and we did not go backwards, about where
we were. Our church is running very efficiently. Dennis moves to accept
the report, Roger seconded the motion, all in Favor, motion passed.
President's Report - It is great to have Pastor Bruce back doing
services. We have a great congregation and are thankful for all our
people who volunteer and help to keep things running smoothly. Thanks
to Roger and Brad for helping out with services.
Pastor's Report - Very thankful as well for the volunteers in our church.
Also spoke about how nice the new chairs in the church are, how nice
they look, how comfortable and supportive they are. The council was in
agreement on this and has heard many positive comments on the chairs.
Committee Reports
Education - nothing to report.
Property - Tom Wooden put in a new mailbox bought by Chuck Wehrle.
The Mailperson has been talked too. Nothing else has been seen on our
cameras, great to have the security system to help us and our neighbors.
Brenda was having issues with her computer (old and slow) and church
had the funds to get her a new one. She is very appreciative of new
computer (fast and works well). The old one is getting looked at and may
be able to be used by Betty in youth building. Bell tower painting got
pushed out, Dennis will talk to Tom about it. Curbing out front is getting
containers.
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Family Fellowship and Social Outreach - meeting next week. $285
raised from coin boxes will purchase 285 baby chicks, $75.00 from Easter
Breakfast will go toward fellowship.
Finance and Stewardship - there has been 2 audits since Joe Hauge
was treasurer here. Some people have been spoken to for help and
hopefully an audit will be done this summer.
Music and Worship- been very nice having Chris Speirs play flute at
some services. Come summer there is possibility of outdoor services.
Old Business
Pastor Jonathan's visit, he is our link to SYNOD and there will be a mask
mandate. May just have him meet with us as a council at this time and not
preach. Max gave us some handouts in preparation for a visit from Pastor
Jonathan Steiner.
New Business
How long do we keep doing the church weekly videos? A discussion
followed. Do them till Memorial Day then transition to outdoor services
with a message of join us for outdoor services on the church videos
leading up to them. Also make a note of this in Lifelines.
Pastor Bruce will be away on May 23 to visit his daughter. He will be glad
to put a sermon together if needed, so far nothing on the calendar in
church for the 23rd. May 2- confirmation, May 9 - Mother's Day,
May 16 - Grad recognition, May 23- Pastor gone
Review of Actions and Agreements from today:
Max will send an email to Pastor Steiner about options to meet with him
and will mention to SYNOD that WOYATAN received our chairs.
WOYATAN loves their chairs and sent pictures of them in their sanctuary
for church to see, will try to get it up on bulletin board for our congregation
to see. We will stay in contact with Jonathan Old Horse, he would like to
come to our church at some point.
Next meeting will be Sunday, May 16 after church. Stacey will lead us
in devotion at our next meeting.
The meeting was adjourned with the Lord's Prayer at 11:35 A.M.
Respectfully Submitted by
Stacey Biberdorf, Council Secretary
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Mission of the Month
For the month of June, we will donating to
The Working Against Violence Shelter.
Please bring your donations to church by
Sunday, June 27th.
The following items are needed.
Toilet paper, Clorox wipes, Cold cereal, Oatmeal,
Full-sized bottles of shampoo and body wash.

Once our receipts total $150,000, we will
receive a check for $1,000 from Family Fare.
There is a wooden box in the narthex where you can
put your receipts. Thank you!

If you have someone in your life who needs
some extra comfort and prayers, please
take a Prayer Shawl from the display in
the narthex to give to them. Everyone is
welcome to do so at anytime.
There Will Be a Church Council meeting
on Sunday, June 13th right after our
9:00 a.m. Worship service.
Everyone is invited to come and sit in.
Our sympathies go out to Larry Stoltenberg
and the family on the passing of Marilyn.
She passed away on April 18th.
Private family graveside services were held
on May 20th at Pine Lawn Memorial Park.
Please keep the Stoltenberg family in
your prayers.
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Congratulations to our 2021 Graduate!
We wish you the very best in your new adventures!

Theo Seeley

Theo received his Master’s in Electrical Engineering,
December 2020, from SDSM&T. He is now working remotely
for Black & Veatch out of Denver, CO. Black & Veatch is a
world renowned engineering, procurement, consulting and
construction (EPC) company. It is possible at some point the
company will have him relocate to Denver in order to be
in the office.

Lord of Life’s Annual Father’s
Day Picnic at Lord of Life Church
on June 20th starting at 10:00 a.m.
Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Chips and
Bottled Water will be provided.

Please bring a Salad or Dessert to share.
We will have games for everyone to enjoy!!
*PLEASE USE THE SIGN-UP SHEET IN THE CHURCH ENTRANCE
SO WE KNOW HOW MANY HAMBURGERS AND HOT DOGS
TO GET. THANK YOU!!
*There will also be an outdoor service that morning at 9:00 a.m.
weather permitting.

Lord of Life Women’s Softball Game Schedule
Monday, June 7th @ 9:00 pm East Field
Monday, June 14th @ 8:00 pm East Field
Monday, June 21st @ 8:00 pm West Field
Monday, June 28th @ 7:00 pm East Field
All games are played at the Whitehead Fields on
Canyon Lake Drive across from Sioux San Hospital.
Come watch and cheer on our 8
ladies from Lord of Life Church!

by Dennis Green
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New Sanctuary Chairs and Curbing
At Christmas, we received a generous donation from a wonderful
family for new sanctuary chairs and new curbing in front of the
church. Everything looks so great! Thank you so very much!
Our old chairs, that were in the sanctuary, were donated to
Woyatan Lutheran Church here in Rapid City.
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Confirmation
On Sunday, May 2nd, we celebrated
The Rite of Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation).
Affirming their faith that day were Carl Walz,
Alysssa Miller and Jaxon Jung.
Also pictured are Betty Woodden, their
confirmation teacher, and Pastor Bruce Baum.
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1
4
7
8
9
10
12
13

Ally Jablonski
Kaitlyn Thormahlen
Kadyn Kraye
Norm Lyon
Karen Olson
Roger Soucy
Carl Hellekson
Jaxon Jung

3
6
10
25
30

14
19
22
23
27
28
28
30

Kristina Good
Charlie Good
Scott Thormahlen
Tom Woodden
Kasandra Bernot
Janyce Luebke
Matthew Peters
Candy Wehrle

Mike & Tonya Kraye
Carl & Nancy Hellekson
Bruce & Virginia Conlee
Dan & Dona Winger
Pr Bruce & Pam Baum
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Calendar of Events
for June 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue Wed Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5
8:00 am
TOPS

6
7
9:00 am Worship Service

8

9

10

11

12
8:00 am
TOPS

13
14
9:00 am Worship Service

15

16

17

18

19
8:00 am
TOPS

22

23

24

25

26
8:00 am
TOPS

29

30

10:00 am Council Meeting

20 Father’s Day
21
9:00 am Worship Service

10:30 am Father’s Day
Picnic
27
28
9:00 am Worship Service
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Serving in June
Date

Usher and Greeter

Acolyte

Reader

10:00 a.m. Worship
June
6

Matt & Janyce Luebke

Kurt
Luebke

Emily Luebke

June

Kera
Miller

Karen Olson
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Carl Hellekson
Tom Woodden

June

Terry & Stacey Biberdorf

Onzlo
Grimsrud

Roger Soucy

Wayne & Mary
Wasserburger

Kurt
Luebke

Matt Luebke

20
June
27

Lord of Life Lutheran Church
2000 Lancer Drive
Rapid City SD 57703
Bruce Baum - Pastor
Brenda Johnson - Secretary
Church Office 393-0700
Office Hours: M-Th 9:00 am - 12:30 pm
Church Email: lordofliferc@gmail.com
Website: www.lordoflifelutheranrc.org

This is a monthly publication of Lord of Life Lutheran Church.
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9:00 a.m. Worship Service

Sunday Worship Schedule
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