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“They Turned to Jesus”
John 11:1-46

When Mary's brother died and she saw Jesus coming four days after
she sent word for him to come and heal her brother, she fell at Jesus'
feet and said, “Lord, if you had just been here, my brother would not
have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had
come with her were also weeping, he was deeply moved. He asked
Mary, “Where have you laid him?” “Come and see, Lord,” Mary
replied.
Deeply moved Jesus went to the tomb and wept. He said, “Take away
the stone blocking entrance into the tomb.” But Martha, Mary's sister,
said,"Lord, he's been dead four days and his decaying body will
smell." Jesus said, “Didn't I tell you that if you believe, you will see the
glory of God?” So someone took away the stone and Jesus said with
a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The cry of Jesus was the cry of life
against death. And at these words Lazarus walked out of the grave.
When Lazarus died, his sisters, Martha and Mary, were in a crisis
situation and perhaps were near to panicking. Can't you sense what
they were going through? They had sent word to Jesus about Lazarus'
dying condition, but he purposely stayed two days longer in the place
where he was. They turned to Jesus hoping he would come
immediately, but he didn’t.
Who would you turn to if you were in a desperate situation? Would you
turn to a loved one or a best friend in times of trouble? Perhaps you
might turn to a doctor or to a pastor. For Martha and Mary the one
they turned to for help was Jesus. Martha appealed to Jesus' love for
them, especially his love for Lazarus, and said, "He whom YOU LOVE
is ill." That was an understatement for sure, and it is interesting that
she feels she has to remind Jesus of the love he has for all of them —
especially for Lazarus.
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Love sees with special eyes and Mary was sure of one thing; that
Jesus' love for his friend would compel him to come immediately. This
is the situation Martha and Mary were in. There was tension, fear, and
anxiety. But, there was also hope.
When Martha sent word to Jesus of Lazarus' condition, Jesus was
only about 17 miles away. If he really hurried he could have made it to
their house by late evening or by early the next morning. But what
does he do? For some reason he deliberately delays making the trip.
Why? Imagine how disappointed Martha and Mary must have felt
when Jesus didn't come immediately? What questions do you think
ran through their minds?
When Lazarus, now alive after dying, stood before them like a ghost,
there certainly was a sense of being stunned, not believing what they
were seeing. And yet this is the great message of the Christian faith.
You shall not die.
Martha represents every man, every woman, every child throughout all
of history. Martha at that moment said to Jesus, “I now believe that
you are the Messiah, the son of the living God.” It is an affirmation that
Peter will later make, and a thief on the cross, and a man by the name
of Paul, and countless millions of other people throughout the ages.
Jesus wept. It is the shortest verse in all of scripture but entailed in
these two words are one of the greatest contributions that
Christendom has to offer to the world. When we cry God cries. When
we hurt, God shares in that hurt. God is not removed and unattached.
As hard as life can get, God understands. God is there in our
suffering. We have a heavenly Father who understands what it means
to hurt, because He has taken on our hurt through His Son, our Savior.
The question you and I must deal with is this: "what does this story
have to say to us?" It says to us that not even death or the grave shall
prevail against life. It is by that promise of our Lord, Jesus Christ, that
we live and it is by that promise that we die and it is by that promise
that we are people of Easter faith. Amen.
...............
Pastor Bruce Baum
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Lord of Life Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
Sunday, April 10th, 2022
In attendance: Candy Wehrle, Janyce Luepke, Roger Soucy, Nancy Hellekson,
Norm Lyon, Al Olson, Brad Johnson, Joe Hauge.
Minutes of March meeting were reviewed, motion to accept by Nancy, seconded
by Roger, motion carried.
Treasurers report: Joe reported that we are three months into the calendar year
with consistency in plate offerings and expenses but always the summer months
become a time of lower attendance and consequently lower place offerings
helping to pay the church’s expenses. Some spending as seen on the budget
report were the new light for parking lot costing a few hundred dollars, ditch
drainage fee to the country is about $600 per year, and we’ve paid the softball
team fee which helps in maintaining the fields. Norm made motion to accept the
Treasurers report, Janyce seconded.
Council President’s report: Candy reported that attendance has seem new high
numbers in the past weeks, with greater then 70 attending the Sunday worship.
First communion will be next Sunday, with 8 students. We will hold the
congregational vote on April 24th instead of today (4/10/22) since Amber is here
today to lead the service, and seems better to not have the vote to accept her for
Pastor Bruce’s eventual replacement later in the year while she is here with us.
Better to spend the time following the church service to give people a chance to
interact with her. Other date to highlight: recognition of all graduates will be
May 15th. Announcement in bulletin will encourage all members with graduates
in their family to let Brenda know so they can be recognized.
No Pastor’s report.
Committee reports:
Education: Confirmation Sunday will be April 24th. Last day of Sunday School will
be May 1st.
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Property: The decision was made last month to table action planning for two
months then again review construction costs for new shelter/cover adjacent to
the play ground—so another review of costs will be provided by Carl at the May
meeting. Major donors to the project are aware of the rise in material costs and
are encouraging the Council to provide updated summary of project costs with
idea that additional gifting to the project rather than delaying construction
would be something they are willing to consider.
Family Fellowship and Social Outreach: Easter breakfast will be served before
the service next Sunday, April 17th. Next meeting is scheduled for May 22nd.
Finance and Stewardship: Discussed general details of salary and the
agreement between synod, seminary, Lord of Life, and Amber Wichmann—
as outlined in the Collaborative Learning Program brochure. Our onboarding
committee will be chaired by Al Olson, joined by Norm, Janyce, and Joe. Their
role is different than the yet-to-be-established Support Committee that we’ll
need when Amber joins us. Regarding leveraging any future fund raising
projects with Thrivent matching funds, Al found out from Angie Russell at
Thrivent that we were able to leverage that benefit for the fund raising in
support of Sam Biberdorf.
Music and Worship/Alter Guild: May 15th will be new member Sunday. We will
move the start time of Sunday worship to 9am (summer hours) on Memorial Day
weekend, May 29th.
Old Business had already been discussed, primarily the plan for construction of
the new shelter adjacent to the playground.

Next meeting will be May 15th after the church service, to avoid having the
meeting on Mothers Day.
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s prayer.
Respectfully submitted by Brad Johnson, substituting for Stacey.
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Financial Report for
Lord of Life
Lutheran Church

2022
Income

Expenses

Jan-22

$6,578.00

$7,181.35

Feb-22

$6,324.00

$7,377.62

Mar-22

$6,432.00

$7,297.64

Apr-22

$10,206.18

$8,843.68

Yearly Totals

$29,540.18

$30,700.29

Amount Behind 2022

($1,160.11)

April 2022
CHECKING ACCOUNT

$16,242.03

YOUTH GROUP CHECKING ACCOUNT
SAVINGS ACCOUNT - 0.01%

$273.65
$40,419.45

MEMORIAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT - 0.01%

$2,145.47

MEMORIAL ACCOUNT CD (12-month) - 0.15%

$3,426.85

MEMORIAL ACCOUNT CD (3-month) - 0.05%

$1,050.68

TOTAL FIRST INTERSTATE BANK
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$63,558.13

Mission of the Month
For the month of June & July,
we will donate to
Church Response Food Pantry.
•
•
•
•
•

Peanut Butter
Canned Goods
Dried Pasta
Boxed Crackers
Toilet Paper

•
•
•
•

Nuts
Rice
Granola Bars
Kleenex

Please bring your donations to
church by the end of July.
Thank you all who support our
monthly donation drives for our
community.

Once our receipts total $150,000,
we will receive a check for
$1,000 from Family Fare.
There is a wooden box in the
narthex where you can put your
receipts. Thank you!

If you have someone in your life
who needs some extra comfort
and prayers, please take a
Prayer Shawl from the display in
the narthex to give to them.
Everyone is welcome to do
so at anytime.
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“Personal Care Kits” Ministry

Please remember to donate the following items for this
ongoing ministry sponsored by Lutheran World Relief.
• Dark Colored Bath Towel
• 2 Bars of Soap (4-5 ounce bars)
• Toothbrush (in original packaging)
• Large Wide-toothed Comb
• Nail Clipper
All these items are rolled up in the towel and sent to a Lutheran World Relief
warehouse to then be delivered to people who are survivors of disasters all
over the world. Please help keep this ministry going. Thank you!

Lord of Life Women’s Softball Game Schedule
Monday, June 1st @ 8:00 pm West Field
Monday, June 6th @ 8:00 pm East Field
Monday, June 13th @ 7:00 pm West Field
Monday, June 20th @ 8:00 pm West Field
Monday, June 27th @ 8 & 9:00 pm West Field
Monday, July 6th @ 8:00 pm East Field
Monday, July 11th @ 7:00 pm East Field
Women’s Tournament July 18-21st
All games are played at the Whitehead Fields on
Canyon Lake Drive across from Sioux San Hospital.
Come watch and cheer on our ladies from Lord of Life Church!

FELLOWSHIP EVENT

Black Hills Playhouse
Saturday July 30th 7:30 pm
Our plan is to go to Roger's and Hammerstein's
"Cinderella". Seats are going pretty quickly so if
you want to go don't wait too long to get your tickets.
Call (M-F 10 to 4) 605-255-4141
or go to tickets@blackhillsplayhouse.com
Plans for getting together to eat/carpool will be
made closer to the play.
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We will be starting our

Summer Worship Schedule

On SUNDAY, May 29th.

(Memorial Day Weekend)

Our worship time will be at 9:00 a.m.
This schedule will continue until the end of August.
Lord of Life’s Annual Father’s
Day Picnic at Lord of Life Church
on June 19th starting at 10:30 a.m.
Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Chips and
Bottled Water will be provided.
Please bring a Salad or Dessert to share.
We will have games for everyone to enjoy!!
*PLEASE USE THE SIGN-UP SHEET IN THE CHURCH ENTRANCE
SO WE KNOW HOW MANY HAMBURGERS AND HOT DOGS
TO GET. THANK YOU!!

*There will also be an outdoor service that morning at 9:00 a.m.
weather permitting.

Taking Off Pounds Sensibly meets Saturday mornings
at 8:00 to 8:15 for weigh in and 8:15 to 8:45 for
meetings. All meetings take place at Lord of Life
Church. Low cost and high support!
The first meeting is free. For more information,
please contact Shelly Labine @ 484-0354.
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There Will Be a Church Council meeting
on Sunday, June 12th and July 10that
10:00 a.m. in the Sunday school room.
Anyone is invited to come and sit in.

Lord of Life Coffee House
When we have a “Praise and Worship Sunday”,
we have our LOL Coffeehouse set up so you can
get a yummy cup of gourmet coffee to go along
with your worship experience.
We use the money that we receive from coffee
sales to fund various projects at church such as:
shipping costs for LWR Personal Care Kits,
supplies for coffeehouse, purchasing postcards
for Birthdays, food for various picnics/dinners
and printing of business cards.
Thank you for supporting the LOL Coffeehouse!!

Please Notify Pastor Bruce When:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

There is a hospitalization in your family
There is a death in your family
You would like a pastoral visit
There is a birth or adoption
Someone becomes homebound
Someone becomes unemployed
There is a cause for sorrow or a cause for joy

Hospitals don’t notify the pastor or church when a
member is in the hospital, even if they ask your
church affiliation when arrive there. So please let
Pastor know if you or a family member is in the
hospital. You can contact Pastor Bruce at
605-431-0777 or email at pastorbaum@gmail.com
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by Dennis Green
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Congratulations to our 2022 Graduates!
We wish you the very best in your new adventures!

Cole Biberdorf

is graduating from Douglas High School on May 22nd.
He will be attending SDSM&T in the fall and will be pursuing a
Mechanical Engineering Degree.

Sadi Curtis

is graduating from Sheridan College with an Associates Degree
in Applied Science. She will continue her education in
Sheridan, Wyoming and has been accepted into
Dental Hygienist School.

Alexandrianna Jung

is graduating from Central High School on May 29th.

Emily Luebke

is graduating from High School and will be pursuing
her artistic talents.

Leah Luebke

is graduating from High School and will be attending WDT in
Rapid City this fall pursuing a Licensed Practical Nursing Degree.

Dake Raybon

(Norm and Sue Lyon’s Grandson)

is going into the Army and leaves for Fort Jackson located in
South Carolina on May 16th for Basic Training.
12

Marcus Hegel

is graduating from High School and will be attending
WDT in Rapid City and pursuing a
Construction Technology Degree.

On May 22nd, we welcomed
Mary Buckley, Charity Day and
her son, Conrad Red Willow,
and Ben & Nicole Hagel and
their sons, Kyler and Marcus to
Lord of Life Church. We are so
glad that they chose to be a part
of this wonderful congregation!
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Confirmation
On Sunday, May 22nd, we celebrated
The Rite of Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation).
Affirming their faith that day were
Noah Johnson and Kera Miller.
Also pictured is Betty Woodden, their
confirmation teacher, and Pastor Bruce Baum.
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1
4
7
8
9
10
12
13
13
14
19
22
23
27
28
28
30

Ally Jablonski
Kaitlyn Thormahlen
Kadyn Kraye
Norm Lyon
Karen Olson
Roger Soucy
Carl Hellekson
Edna Hedrick
Jaxon Jung
Kristina Good
Charlie Good
Scott Thormahlen
Tom Woodden
Kasandra Bernot
Janyce Luebke
Matthew Peters
Candy Wehrle

4
7
13
14
19
19
20
22
22
25
27
27
29
30

Susan Thormahlen
Lloyd Morterud
Danielle Winger
Bailey Johnson
Jerry Schreter
Bailey Steiger
Onzlo Grimsrud
Emily Luebke
Leah Luebke
Sarah Steiger
Emma Hellekson
Andrew Johnson
Kaydence Johnson
Myrna Zandstra

3
6
10
30

Mike & Tonya Kraye
Carl & Nancy Hellekson
Bruce & Virginia Conlee
Pastor Bruce & Pam Baum

16
23
28

Jim & Alice McCoy
Ray & Lorraine Neumiller
Kerry & Lacey Slaba
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Calendar of Events
for

June 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed Thu
1

2

Fri
3

Sat
4
8:00 am
TOPS

5

6

7

8

9

10

9:00 am Worship Service

12

8:00 am
TOPS

13

14

15

16

17

10:00 am Council Meeting

20

21

22

23

9:00 am Worship Service

24

25
8:00 am
TOPS

10:30 am Father’s Day
Picnic

26

18
8:00 am
TOPS

9:00 am Worship Service

19

11

27

28

9:00 am Worship Service

16

29

30

Calendar of
Events for

July 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue Wed Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2
8:00 am
TOPS

3

4

5

6

7

8

9:00 am Worship Service

10

8:00 am
TOPS

11

12

13

14

15

9:00 am Worship Service
10:00 am Council Meeting

17

16
8:00 am
TOPS

18

19

20

21

22

9:00 am Worship Service

24

9

23
8:00 am
TOPS

25

26

9:00 am Worship Service

27

28

29

30
8:00 am
TOPS

31
9:00 am Worship Service
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Serving in June
Date

Usher and Greeter

Acolyte

Reader

Comm
Assts

10:00 a.m. Worship
June
5

Terry & Stacey
Biberdorf

Marcella
Eddy

Allen
Olson

June
12

Bruce & Virginia
Conlee

Korbyn
Johnson

Roger
Soucy

June
19

Allen & Karen
Olson

June
26

Matt & Janyce
Luebke

Carl& Nancy
Hellekson

Jen
Janyce Luebke
Schumacher Jeff Glanzer
Emma
Hellekson

Matt
Luebke

Serving in July
Date

Usher and Greeter

Acolyte

Reader

Comm
Assts

10:00 a.m. Worship
July
3

Norm & Sue
Lyon

Kurt Luebke

Emily
Luebke

July
10

Bruce & Virginia
Conlee

Marcella
Eddy

Carla
Jakeway

July
17

Tom Woodden
Carl Hellekson

Korbyn
Johnson

Brad
Johnson

July
24

Matt & Janyce
Luebke

Emma
Hellekson

Al
Olson

July
31

Leah Luebke and
Marcus Hegel

Kurt
Luebke

Jen
Schumacher
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Leah Luebke
Emily Luebke

Norm & Sue
Lyon

Lord of Life Lutheran Church
2000 Lancer Drive
Rapid City SD 57703
Bruce Baum - Pastor
Brenda Johnson - Secretary
Church Office 393-0700
Office Hours: M-Th 9:00 am - 12:30 pm
Church Email: lordofliferc@gmail.com
Website: www.lordoflifelutheranrc.org

This is a monthly publication of Lord of Life Lutheran Church.
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9:00 a.m. Summer Worship

Sunday Worship Schedule
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