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"Do You Think God Is Pleased With Us?
(Luke 19:41-42) "As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city,
he wept over it and said, 'If you, even you, had only known on this
day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your
eyes.'"
.
"The Lord wept." In Luke 19, crowds of people have arrived at the
holy city to celebrate the Passover. The people are overflowing with
joy, moved to tears by their delight, so excited to be in the city of
God. But Jesus? "When he drew near and saw the city, he wept
over it, saying, 'Would that you knew the things that make for
peace.'"

The year before, when he got his first glimpse of Jerusalem, Jesus
was similarly sorrowful. He said, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing
the prophets and stoning those sent to you! How often I would have
gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under
her wings, but you would not" (Luke 13:34).
God chose Israel to be a holy nation, to be the people God would
use to spread grace and joy and redemption to the world. But they
became mean and judgmental, lazy and complacent; they squandered
God's gifts and lost their sense of unity and mission. Upon entering
the city Jesus wept, knowing that in a few days he would die at their
hands.
July 4 is upon us. We will see American flags waving, fireworks
and other expressions of national pride. It is good that we take
pride in our nation and in our people. But I wonder: if Jesus were
sailing past the Statue of Liberty, would he applaud our country, with
a tear of sheer joy welling up in his eye? Or would he weep for us
as he did when he entered Jerusalem?
2

Years ago I preached a sermon in which I suggested America
would be wise to engage in a season of repentance. After the
service, as the people were leaving the church, a man said to me,
"Pastor, all I have to say to you is this: love it or leave it!" Obviously
he didn't appreciate my message that Sunday. But it is true that
love constantly requires repair, some remorse, and a renewed
determination to get it right. I love my life, I love the church, I love
the world, I love this country, but have we gotten out of sync with
God's way - as individuals, as cities, as a nation, even the world?
Look at our country; look at how angry people are; look at the
violence that has become so prominent these days, and consider
the decline of the church. Surely God grieves at what we have
allowed ourselves to become. Wouldn't it be wonderful if we all
could turn away from our foolishness and become peaceful, lawabiding people who aren't prejudiced against people who are not
Caucasian or Christians? Must we continue to allow our personal
political views to divide and put our country in turmoil? Why can't
we seek mercy and healing? Why can't we get past our differences
and celebrate who we are and what America stands for? Just what
does America stand for?
It's our choice. But consider what Thomas Jefferson said, "I tremble
for my country when I consider that GOD IS JUST." And as the
prophet Micah reminds us, "The Lord has shown you what is good
and for what does the Lord require of you but that you do justice,
love mercy, and walk humbly with your God?" (Micah 6:8).
God bless America! But do you think God is pleased with what is
happening in our country? Is God pleased to see people living on
the streets without food? Is God pleased to see the violence and
hatred that has become so common in our country? Is God pleased
with you; how you behave and treat other people?
If God is, as Thomas Jefferson said, "just" then might we have
reason to tremble?
Amen.
Pastor Bruce
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Lord of Life Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
Sunday, May 16th, 2021
Present: Max Morse, Candy Wehrle, Dennis Green, Stacey Biberdorf,
Pastor Bruce Baum, Nancy Hellekson, Brad Johnson
Absent: Roger Soucy, Al Olson, Joe Hauge
Others Present: Brenda Johnson
The meeting was started at 11:03 A.M. with a devotional read by Stacey
Biberdorf.
Secretary's Minutes - Nancy moves to accept the Secretary's Minutes.
Dennis seconded the motion. All in Favor. motion carried.
Treasurer's Report - emailed to us from Joe. A few more expenses in
April but we are still doing well considering. Brad moves to accept the
Treasurer's Report. Max seconded the motion. All in Favor. Motion
passed.
President's Report - there were about 30 at our Easter Breakfast and
about 40 at our Mother's Day breakfast. On Mother's Day there were
about 80 in church, most we have had in church since pandemic started.

Pastor's Report - making some house calls of some congregation
members. Bruce will be gone this week, Dwayne Hunzeker will be doing
next week's service in church and online and Stoltenberg service on
Thursday.
Committee Reports
Education: Sunday school is done for the year, a few more adult
education classes. More discussion on VBS is needed.
Property: the bell tower will still be done but not sure of time frame.
Thanks to Karen Olson, Laurie Lepel and Carl Hellekson on helping with
weeding and flowers around the church and to Chuck Wehrle for help
with the dirt. The back fellowship hall floor was done, thanks to the
woman's fellowship group for helping with this. The curbing got done
yesterday, thanks to the Greens who helped make this happen.
Family Fellowship and Social Outreach: meeting on May 25 to finalize
Father's Day plans, there will be a post card sent out for Father's day
and in the newsletter, Candy has a post card idea . A discussion
followed about post card layout and possibly printing off more for other
church activities. There will be a discussion of the summer play at the
fellowship meeting too.
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Finance and Stewardship: nothing to report, table audit talk.

Music and Worship: outdoor service on Father's Day and we will do
some outdoor services this summer but not every week. We can let
people know ahead of time to bring chairs for next weeks outdoor service
if planned outdoors.
Old Business
1. Max anticipating hearing from Pastor Steiner this week so will keep us
in the loop.
2. Church service videos will end at the end of this month.
New Business
1. Outdoor services with picnic other than Father's Day? A discussion
followed and will be talked about further at the fellowship meeting.
Right now, will just plan for Father's Day.
2. May 30th, we move to our summer schedule of 9:00 A.M. service time.
Should post this on Facebook as well.
3. Next month just June newsletter and July and August will be a
newsletter together.
Review of Actions and Agreements from today
Post cards- Candy
VBS- maybe meet next week, Candy will message Chris.
Max will check in with Pastor John Steiner
Next meeting will be Sunday, June 13th after church and installation of
church council will happen this day too. Nancy Hellekson will lead
devotional at our next meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:37 A.M. with the Lord's Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted by
Stacey Biberdorf
Council Secretary
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Mission of the Month
For the months of July and August
we will donate supplies to
The Women and Children’s
Rescue Mission.
Please bring the following items to
church by Sunday, August 29th.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Coffee
Cereal
Sugar
Laundry Soap
Dish Soap
Baby Wash/Lotion
Kleenex
Clorox Wipes

“Personal Care Kits” Ministry

Please remember to donate the following items for this
ongoing ministry sponsored by Lutheran World Relief.
• Dark Colored Bath Towel
• 2 Bars of Soap (4-5 ounce bars)
• Toothbrush (in original packaging)
• Large Wide-toothed Comb
• Nail Clipper
All these items are rolled up in the towel and sent to a Lutheran World Relief
warehouse to then be delivered to people who are survivors of disasters all
over the world. Please help keep this ministry going. Thank you!

Check us out at www.lordoflifelutheranrc.org
We are also on Facebook as
Rapid City Lord of Life Lutheran Church
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Lord of Life Coffee House
When we have a “Praise and Worship Sunday”,
we have our LOL Coffeehouse set up so you can
get a yummy cup of gourmet coffee to go along
with your worship experience.
We use the money that we receive from coffee
sales to fund various projects at church such as:
shipping costs for LWR Personal Care Kits,
supplies for coffeehouse, purchasing postcards
for Birthdays, food for various picnics/dinners
and printing of business cards.
Thank you for supporting the LOL Coffeehouse!!

Taking Off Pounds Sensibly meets Saturday mornings
at 8:00 to 8:15 for weigh in and 8:15 to 8:45 for
meetings. All meetings take place at Lord of Life
Church. Low cost and high support!
The first meeting is free. For more information,
please contact Shelly Labine @ 484-0354.

If you have someone in your life who needs
some extra comfort and prayers, please
take a Prayer Shawl from the display in
the narthex to give to them. Everyone is
welcome to do so at anytime.

Once our receipts total $150,000, we will
receive a check for $1,000 from Family Fare.
There is a wooden box in the narthex where you can
put your receipts. Thank you!
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There Will Be a Church Council meeting
on Sunday, July 11th and
August 8th right after church.
Everyone is invited to come and sit in.

Lord of Life Women’s Softball Game Schedule
Monday Nights
July 5th @ 7:00pm West Field @8:00pm East Field
July 12th @ 7:00pm East Field @8:00pm West Field
July 19th @ 8:00pm West Field
Women’s Tournament July 22nd- 23rd
All games are played at the Whitehead Fields on Canyon Lake
Drive across from Sioux San Hospital. Come watch and cheer
on our ladies from Lord of Life Church!

Mini Golf at Pirate’s Cove on July 11th
Come join in the fun on July 11th at 2:00 pm at Pirate’s Cove by
Wal-Mart. There will be a discounted rate for
10 or more people. Please sign-up in the
hallway by the Secretary’s office.
Thank you.

Alyssa, Val, Kathryn, Sarah,
Paul, Stewart, Bob, Katie,
Kathy and Mia
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by Dennis Green
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Congratulations & God’s Blessings to...
Justin and Corrinne Mark on the baptism of their
sons, Teegan and Weldon on Sunday, May 30th.
Teegan and Weldon’s sponsors are Veronica Taylor, William
Taylor, Wrangler Weishaar and Chelsea Schumacher.
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Pictures from our Father’s Day
Picnic on Sunday, June 20th
Because of the weather that day, we held our father’s day picnic
indoors. We had a nice attendance that came and enjoyed
fellowship and a meal together. Thank you to the special
couple who donated the hamburgers and hot dogs for that day.
Thank you to Carl Hellekson and Terry Biberdorf for grilling that
day. Also, thank you to the fellowship committee which provided
the bottled water, chips, and buns and thank you to everyone
who brought in salads and desserts for the picnic. Thank you
to Carl Hellekson for bringing in a pinata and to Brad Johnson
for bringing in remote control race cars. It was a great time of
fellowship for everyone. Here are some pictures from that day.

Thank you to Laurie Lepel, Janyce Luebke, Candy
11 Wehrle and Brad Johnson for the pictures.
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2
4
7
13
14
19
19
20
22
22
25
27
27
29
30

1
1
5
12
16
20
21
25
30
31

Betty Schindler
Susan Thormahlen
Lloyd Morterud
Danielle Winger
Bailey Johnson
Jerry Schreter
Bailey Steiger
Onzlo Grimsrud
Emily Luebke
Leah Luebke
Sarah Steiger
Emma Hellekson
Andrew Johnson
Kaydence Johnson
Myrna Zandstra
16
23
28

1
16
21
16

Nancy Hellekson
Dona Winger
Kurt Luebke
Mike Kraye
Brett Johnson
Beth Hendricks
Betty Wiswell
Shirley Hauge
Cole Biberdorf
Tyson Steiger

Jim & Alice McCoy
Ray & Lorraine Neumiller
Kerry & Lacey Slaba

Mike & Greta Howe
Andrew & Kaycee Johnson
Terry & Stacey Biberdorf

Serving in July
Date

Usher and Greeter

Acolyte

Reader

Comm
Assts

10:00 a.m. Worship
July
4

Carl Hellekson
Tom Woodden

Kurt Luebke Emily Luebke Betty Woodden
Nancy Hellekson

July

Bruce & Virginia Conlee

Kera Miller

Carla
Jakeway

Norm & Sue Lyon

Kurt Luebke

Karen Olson

Wayne & Mary
Wasserburger

Onzlo
Grimsrud

Roger Soucy
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July
18
July
25

Leah Luebke
Emily Luebke

Serving in August
Date

Usher and Greeter

Acolyte

Reader

Comm
Assts

10:00 a.m. Worship
Aug

Allen & Karen Olson

Kera Miller

Allen Olson

Terry & Stacey Biberdorf

Onzlo
Grimsrud

Leah Luebke

Bruce & Virginia Conlee

Kurt Luebke

Roger Soucy

Emma
Hellekson

Matt Luebke
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Wayne & Mary
Wasserburger

Aug

Norm & Sue Lyon

Kera Miller
17

Jen
Schumacher

1

Aug
8
Aug
15
Aug

29

Norm & Sue
Lyon

Janyce Luebke
Jeff Glanzer
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Lord of Life Lutheran Church
2000 Lancer Drive
Rapid City SD 57703
Bruce Baum - Pastor
Brenda Johnson - Secretary
Church Office 393-0700
Office Hours: M-Th 9:00 am - 12:30 pm
Church Email: lordofliferc@gmail.com
Website: www.lordoflifelutheranrc.org

This is a monthly publication of Lord of Life Lutheran Church.
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9:00 a.m. Worship Service

Sunday Worship Schedule
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